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WELCOME AND MATCH PREVIEW  
 

Thank you for attending tonight’s CCL 
Premier Division North fixture.  We warmly 
welcome you all to Berkeley Fields and thank 
you for your support. 
 

We welcome this evening’s visitors 
Northwood FC, the Woods’ manager Manny 
Williams, his management team and players, 
along with the club’s committee members 
and supporters. We also welcome our match 
officials – referee Oliver Keil and his 
assistants Michael Heavey and Luke 
Partington – and match sponsor Andrew 
Swanzy.  We wish you all a safe journey 
home after the game. 
 

Ever since winning the Spartan League 
Premier Division title to earn promotion to 
the Isthmian League in 1992, Northwood 
became a firmly established Step Four club 
moving between the Isthmian and Southern 
Leagues, which included a spell in the Step 3 
Isthmian Premier League between 2003 and 
2007. (See club history on pages 5 & 6). 
 

In 2010 the Woods were moved to the newly 
formed Southern League Division One 
Central where, that same year, we had also 
been placed after winning the CCL Premier 
Division title. 
 

We managed to survive at the higher level for 
6 seasons until being returned to the CCL in 
2016, and during that period played the 
Woods 14 times, one of those being in an FA 
Cup First Qualifying Round tie, and the other 
an MFA Senior Challenge Cup tie, both of 
which we won. 
 

We didn’t do as well in the league games, 
however, with just one win against the 
Woods eight, although we managed a share 
of the spoils in three. 
 

Our only other game against the Woods 
since then came during season 2024/25 
when, on a cold December evening, goals 
from Harvey Killeen, Archie Morris and 
Remel Larwood set up a comfortable 3-1 win 
for us in the MFA Senior Challenge Cup.  

 

 
 

JOEY GRITT 
 

Northwood will no doubt be coming here full 
of confidence following their impressive win 
on Saturday in the Vase. Touching on Vase 
performances, another year has seen us exit 
at the First Round. It's disappointing, and I 
understand the fans who travelled will be 
disappointed too.  
 

However, we can’t afford to dwell and feel 
sorry for ourselves. I thought defensively, 
away from home in tricky conditions, we did 
well and for once I am actually writing that 
going forward it would have been a 
compliment to even suggest we were 
blunt…  
 

Tonight though, we are back to league 
action. We have made a great start and will 
be looking to continue with that this evening. 
It’s no secret what we are looking to achieve 
this year. We are here to win as many games 
of football as we can.  
 

We face a tough test tonight. Manny has 
brought in not only some excellent 
experienced players but young players who 
possess high levels of individual talent. If we 
don't neutralise those threats we will be 
punished.  
 

It should make for a great contest in what I 
hope will be a great Tuesday night crowd at 
Berkeley Avenue. And as I always say… may 
the best team win!  
 

Joey  
 
 

COME ON YOU BLUES!  
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BLUES CLUB OFFICIALS 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Patron: Marc Todd 
President: John Bivens 

Chairman: Paul Mills 
Vice-Chairman/General Secretary:  

Richard Rooney 
Vice-Chairman/Football: Terry Schofield 

Director of Finance: Sue Brown 
Director of Social Events: Vicky Mills 

Director of Football: Gary Brown 
Football Secretary: Pat Hillier 

Website: Darren Barden 
Programme Editor: Pat Hillier  

Football Web Pages: Darren Barden 
Groundsmen: Steve Goldfinch & Chris Shew 

Social Media: Steve Goldfinch,  
Darren Barden and Holly  

Welfare and Safeguarding Officers: 
Dino Pashias & Richard Rooney 

Club House and Ground Improvements: 
Steve Goldfinch, Zoran Nikolovski and Chris Hewitt 

Commercial and Development Officers: 
Simon Wright, Harry Mills and Richard Rooney 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BLUES MANAGEMENT TEAM  
 

 

 

 

Manager: Joey Gritt 
Assistant Manager: Michael Molokwu 

Coaches: Dominic Cassells & Sam House 
Sports Therapist: Aishling Miles 

 

 
 

NORTH GREENFORD UNITED IS A MEMBERS CLUB 
RUN BY AN ELECTED COMMITTEE 

 
Affiliated to: The Middlesex Football Association 

Members of the Cherry Red Records Combined Counties League 
 

Telephone: 07305 191708 
 

Email: Ngufc@icloud.com 
 

Website: www.northgreenfordunited.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
  

     

http://www.northgreenfordunited.co.uk/
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THIS EVENING’S VISITORS  
  NORTHWOOD F.C.  

 
 

A club in the Northwood area was established in 1899, though the current club were not formed 
until 1926 following others that had carried the town’s name in earlier years. The club joined the 
Harrow & Wembley League in 1928 and were Champions for six seasons in a row just prior to 
World War Two. In 1969 they joined the Middlesex Senior League and, after winning the title in 
1978, were able to step up to the Hellenic League Division One, which they won in their debut 
season. This led to promotion to the Premier Division where they spent five seasons. In 1984 
they moved across to the Spartan League, winning the Premier Division title in 1992 and earning 
promotion to the Step 4 Isthmian League. 
 

The Woods enjoyed their best spell during this period with strikers Lawrence Yaku, Steve Hale 
and Scott Fitzgerald offering plenty of firepower. Yaku’s tally of 54 goals in 1999/2000 remains 
the best by any Woods player in a single season. Club legends Chris Gell – who made a record 
489 appearances – and Dave Nolan, who also played more than 400 games, were also mainstays 
throughout this period. The club gradually climbed through the divisions of the Isthmian League 
under Tony Choules, reaching the Step 3 Premier Division in 2003.  
 

In 2005 Northwood were switched to the Southern League, where they remained until their 
relegation to the Isthmian Division One North in 2007, the only bright point during that 
disappointing season being a 4-2 penalty win against Hayes to lift the Middlesex Senior 
Challenge Cup. From that point the club saw several managers come and go. Dave Anderson 
was the most successful as he twice helped the club to top half of the table finishes as well as 
reach the FA Trophy First Round Proper for the first time, before departing in March 2010. 
 

The club were then moved to the Southern League Division One Central in 2010 where they 
remained until 2018. Anderson was replaced by his assistant Mark Barnham who resigned in 
November of the same year after a poor league run. This led to the appointment of Woods 
favourite Steve Hale who, after a poor run of results, was himself dismissed in March 2011  
 

Chairman Ian Barry then acted quickly, replacing Hale with 27-year-old Gary Meakin who arrived 
from Hillingdon Borough and helped guide the team to safety with 3 games remaining. With the 
aim of improving the club’s fortunes in the 2011/12 season, Meakin assembled a strong squad. 
Progress was made in the Southern League and Middlesex cups with top scorer and Supporters 
Player-of-the-Year, Oliver Hawkins, proving the major catalyst in their assault up the table. 
 

However, in November 2012, after a solid start to the season, Meakin resigned to take the reins 
at Isthmian Premier Division side Wingate & Finchley. This led to the appointment of Mark 
Burgess as Player-Manager with the Woods finishing the 2012/13 campaign in 13th place.  In 
Burgess’s first full season in charge, 2013-14, the Woods were in 7th place at Christmas and 
clearly contenders for the play-offs though eventually having to settle for 9th place.  
 

In 2014/15 the club again finished in the top half of the table and then made a great start to their 
league campaign the following season, winning their opening 4 games before that run was ended 
by Aylesbury Utd.  They responded by beating the same opponents 2-1 in the FA Cup Preliminary 
Round and, in 2016, progressed to the final of the MFA Senior Cup, securing their 2nd MFA Senior 
Cup title with a 2-0 victory over Enfield Town to win their first silverware since lifting that trophy 
9 years earlier. It was Mark Burgess’s first success as a manager.            (continued on next page) 
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At the start of the 2016/17 campaign Burgess suffered the blow of losing eight key members of 
his squad to Harrow Borough. Not surprisingly that season proved difficult with the club sucked 
into a relegation battle and taking the decision to part company with Burgess after four-and-a-
half years in the role. Ian Barry’s extensive search for a replacement led to the appointment of 
Simon Lane, coming with a wealth of managerial experience at a higher level. However, Lane 
didn’t stay in the role for long, leaving in January 2018 to move to Egham Town. 
 

After finishing that season in 17th, Northwood returned to the Isthmian League after being placed 
in the newly created South-Central Division. Ian Barry then confirmed the appointment of Dean 
Barker, who had presided over a hugely successful Wingate & Finchley U23s side. This though 
was another short stint with Barker’s assistant Scott Dash taking charge between 2018 & 2019, 
before himself being replaced by Jamie Leacock, followed by ex-Woods midfielder Rob Ursell 
during the 2 Covid seasons. 
 

Former Ashford Town manager Ben Murray was appointed in May 2021 - yet another short stint 
- with the club announcing the appointment of former Hendon and Hampton & Richmond coach 
Ben Bukowski in November. At the same time the vastly experienced Steve Ringrose, former 
boss of Hillingdon Borough and North Greenford United, was appointed Director of Football. This 
new management team successfully led the club away from relegation danger in 2021/22 and 
saw the team reach the semi-finals of both Middlesex Senior Cups. 
 

In the 2022/23 season, after winning their opening six league games, the Woods form dipped. 
Though they rallied towards the end to earn a play-off place, they were then narrowly beaten 2-1 
in the semi-final at Walton & Hersham.  In 2023 the club again reached the final of the MFA Charity 
Cup but unfortunately slipped to a 1-0 defeat to Broadfields United. The club struggled for 
consistency in the 2023/24 season, finishing 15th, at which point Bukowski left to take the 
manager’s position at neighbours Harrow Borough. 
 

Ahead of the 2024/25 season Northwood were moved back into the Southern League with the 
club announcing the appointment of former QPR and Wycombe Wanderers midfielder Scott 
Donnelly. But he only lasted until September with, in late October, the club announcing the re-
appointment of Gary Meakin – returning for his second spell in charge. He had most recently led 
Rayners Lane to promotion to Step 4 as well as winning the Middlesex Senior Cup. 
 

However, Meakin would soon again announce his resignation after a 2-0 home defeat in March 
to Flackwell Heath which saw the club slip into the relegation places. It was their sixth straight 
defeat. Two of Northwood’s senior players, Jon-Jo Bates and Jack Smith took interim charge 
and in their 9 matches the club collected 17 points – largely thanks to 4 successive league 
victories in April – which secured Northwood’s Step 4 status for another season. 
 

The strong end to the season saw Bates and Smith confirmed as joint managers in May 2025. 
However, on 25th January 2026, following a 2-0 defeat at Marlow, a result that saw the Woods 
drop into the relegation zone, the club decided to dismiss them and appoint Tommy Cooney, 
previously with Arlesey Town.  Sadly, on Easter Monday 2026, Northwood’s long stay at Step 4 
came to an end after they were relegated following a 4-4 draw at Beaconsfield Town. It was their 
first relegation since 2007, returning the club to Step 5 for the first time since the 1990s. 
 

Cooney tendered his resignation in May 2026 citing the club’s impending placement in the 
Combined Counties rather than the Spartan South Midlands League, as the reason for his 
departure. In the same month, the club confirmed the appointment of Manny Williams as the 
club’s new manager.  The 44-year-old had enjoyed a long career in non-league football, having 
most recently served as player-coach of Risborough Rangers. 
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CHERRY RED RECORDS COMBINED COUNTIES  
PREMIER DIVISION NORTH 

 
The Premier Division North title was won by Ashford Town (Middx) but this went down to the 
last game as they only beat Windsor & Eton into second place by a point.  However, the 
Royalists went on to clinch the second promotion place after winning the play-off semi-final 
against Burnham 1-0 followed by a 2-0 victory over Broadfields United in the final, the 
Fighting Cocks having won their semi-final tie against Ardley United on penalties. Both 
Ashford Town and Windsor & Eton will play in the Isthmian League South Central Division 
this season.  
 
Six clubs join the Premier Division North this season. Thatcham Town has made a lateral move 
from the CCL Premier Division South, while Bedfont and Penn & Tylers Green have earned 
promotion from Division One. Easington Sports has been moved laterally from the United 
Counties Premier Division South. Northwood and Rayners Lane have been relegated from the 
Southern League Central Division while Amersham has earned a reprieve to hold onto the 
club’s Step 5 status. Edgware and Kingsbury, on the other hand, have been relegated and will 
join the CCL Division One. 
 

LEAGUE TABLE 
(as at 17.8.26) 

 

  P W D L GD Pts 
Penn & Tylers Green  3 2 1 0 6 7 
Reading City 4 2 1 1 4 7 
Wallingford & Crowmarsh 3 2 1 0 4 7 
Burnham 3 2 0 1 6 6 
Ardley United 3 2 0 1 3 6 
Bedfont 3 2 0 1 3 6 
North Greenford United 2 2 0 0 3 6 
Broadfields United 2 1 1 0 2 4 
Wokingham Town 3 1 1 1 0 4 
Thatcham Town 4 1 1 2 -4 4 
Northwood 1 1 0 0 2 3 
Harefield United 2 1 0 1 0 3 
Kidlington 3 1 0 2 -1 3 
Amersham Town 2 1 0 1 -1 3 
Easington Sports 3 1 0 2 -2 3 
North Leigh 3 1 0 2 -4 3 
Rayners Lane 2 0 2 0 0 2 
Hilltop 2 0 0 2 -3 0 
Holyport 3 0 0 3 -8 0 
Abingdon United 3 0 0 3 -10 0 
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BLUES FIXTURES & RESULTS 2026/27 
 

Date Opposition Att H/A Competition Result Scorers 
1.8.26 North Leigh 94 A CCL PDN 2 - 0 Khan 2 
4.8.26 Harefield United 123 H CCL PDN 3 - 2 Mitchell, Farhall 2 
8.8.26 Arlesey Town 80 H FA CUP EPR 6 - 0 Jude-Boyd, Harmes, Mills, 

Mitchell 3 
15.8.26 Wallingford & C 116 A FA VASE 1QR 0 - 1  
18.8.26 Northwood  H CCL PDN   
22.8.26 Dunstable Town  A FA CUP PR   
29.8.26 Abingdon United  A CCL PDN   
31.8.26 Rayners Lane  H CCL PDN   
5.9.26 Penn & Tylers G  H CCL PDN   

12.9.26 Burnham  A CCL PDN   
15.9.26 Ardley United  H CCL PDN   
19.9.26 Thatcham Town  A CCL PDN   
26.9.26 Hilltop  H CCL PDN   
29.9.26 Amersham Town  A CCL PDN   
3.10.26 Reading City  H CCL PDN   

17.10.26 Kidlington  H CCL PDN   
24.10.26 Bedfont  A CCL PDN   
27.10.26 Wallingford & C  H CCL PDN   
31.10.26 Broadfields Utd  H CCL PDN   
7.11.26 Easington Sports  A CCL PDN   

14.11.26 Holyport  A CCL PDN   
21.11.26 Yateley United  H CCL PCC R2   
28.11.26 Harefield United  A CCL PDN   
5.12.26 Amersham Town  H CCL PDN   

12.12.26 Northwood  A CCL PDN   
19.12.26 Penn & Tylers G  A CCL PDN   
28.12.26 Rayners Lane  A CCL PDN   

2.1.27 Abingdon United  A CCL PDN   
16.1.27 Thatcham Town  A CCL PDN   
23.1.27 Ardley United  A CCL PDN   
27.1.27 Hilltop  A CCL PDN   
30.1.27 Kidlington  A CCL PDN   
6.2.27 Burnham  H CCL PDN   

13.2.27 North Leigh  H CCL PDN   
20.2.27 Wokingham Town  A CCL PDN   
27.2.27 Bedfont  H CCL PDN   
6.3.27 Holyport  H CCL PDN   

13.3.27 Broadfields Utd  A CCL PDN   
20.3.27 Easington Sports  H CCL PDN   
27.3.27 Reading City  A CCL PDN   
3.4.27 Wallingford & C  A CCL PDN   

10.4.27 Wokingham Town  H CCL PDN   
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  RETURNING BLUES PLAYERS  
 

 

GEORGIE BROWN (Defender): In 2024/25 was deservedly chosen as Player-of-the-
Year by Managers, Players and Supporters, a fitting reward for the huge contribution 
he has made to the squad’s development over 5 seasons making over 210 
appearances. Chosen as Joey Gritt’s Captain he started in nearly every game, 
showing exceptional leadership qualities as well as continuing to perform to the same 
consistent high standard. Voted Supporters’ September Player-of-the-Month. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
40 1  

 

HARVEY KILLEEN (Forward): Became NGU’s top goal-scorer after signing from 
Hanwell in 21/22, finding the net 30 times and bettering that in 22/23 scoring 31.  After 
a spell at Ascot United, he re-signed for the Blues, adding a further 9 goals to his tally. 
Again, our top goal-scorer in 24/25 with 19, he added 20 to his tally last season, 
scoring his 100th goal for the club during his hat-trick against Amersham Town. That’s 
102 goals in 168 appearances which is some record!! 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
 36 5 20 

 

CHARLIE MITCHELL (Forward): An experienced attacking wide midfielder who re-
signed for the Blues in 2020 after first playing for the club in 2015/16. Since then, he 
has made 171 further appearances, and scored 72 goals most of these during 
seasons 21/22 & 22/23. He matched that last season adding 24 more to his tally, 
including 9 well-taken penalties, earning him the club’s Golden Boot award. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
37 4 24 

 

RAHIM JUDE-BOYD (Defender) Signed in 2024 from Broadfields Utd and became a 
first-team regular.  A strong and talented full-back, he made 29 appearances, scoring 
4 goals, including against his old club as well as against BA, Harefield and Bedfont 
Sports. He missed the opening matches last season, but played regularly since then, 
making 39 appearances and earning the Managers’ Player-of-the-Year award. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
35 4 1 

 

JOE MILLS (Midfielder): Making over 200 appearances and scoring 59 goals, Joe 
has made a massive contribution to the progress and achievements of the First Team 
since signing for the club back in July 2019. He was deservedly named Managers’ 
Player of the Year at the end of the 23/24 season. He made 44 appearances in 24/25, 
and 37 last season, finding the net a further 20 times to add to his total goals tally. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
30 7 9 

 

TAYLOR MILES (Defender/Midfielder): An experienced and versatile player whose 
previous clubs include Cheshunt, Hayes & Yeading and Hanwell Town. He made 3 
appearances for the club during season 2024/25. Last season he re-joined the club 
on a more permanent basis, having a major impact both in midfield and defence, 
scoring 2 well-taken goals, and signed again at the start of the current campaign. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
26 1 2 

 

FRANCESCO PASS (Forward): A promising young forward signed from Oxhey Jets 
who made 36 appearances last season, scoring 7 goals including in our opening 
game against Amersham and the match-winning goal in the MFA Senior Challenge 
Cup tie against Hayes & Yeading. Improved performances, during which he scored 5 
more goals, earned him the Supporters October Player-of-the-Month award. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
18 18 7 

 
 

 



10 
 

 

MORGAN COOPER (Forward): Last season enjoyed by far his best start to a 
campaign for the Blues, scoring 8 well-taken goals in our opening 10 games before 
an extremely harsh red card against BA left him needlessly side-lined for 3 games. 
Since then, after recovering from injury, he made a further 17 appearances, scoring 
in the game v Ashford Town and both goals in the win at Windsor & Eton. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
22 5 11 

 

GEORGE HARMES (Midfielder): A committed and aggressive player who, during his 
113 appearances for the Blues has produced consistent performances in midfield 
since joining the club from AFC Hayes/Brook House in July 2022. He remains an 
important and reliable member of the squad. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
22 9 1 

 

ELLIOTT BRYNE (Defender): Strong central defender who signed for the Blues in 
August 22 making 8 appearances. An important squad member. In 23/24 & 24/25 he 
made 80 appearances, including 49 starts. Started in our opening 5 games last 
season before sustaining an injury. On his return to First Team action, he made 19 
substitute appearances as well as starting in 14 of our more recent games. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
19 13  

 

RENATO KALAJ (Midfielder): A promising young player who made 24 appearances 
during season 2024/25 after joining the club from Hanwell. Last season he developed 
into an important squad member starting in 12 games and making important 
contributions in his 23 substitute appearances, scoring 3 goals. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
12 23 3  

 

TARAN RATTERY (Defender): A versatile defender who developed into an 
important squad member.  After signing last season from British Airways, Taran 
started in 13 of his 20 First Team appearances, playing at both full-back and the 
centre of the Blues defence.  

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
13 7  

 

RAMARNE GRIFFITH-DUNBAR (Defender): A promising, strong and pacey full-
back who made two appearances for the Blues during season 2021/22.  Since re-
signing for the club in July 2026 he started in 12 of the 13 appearances he made 
during last season. His previous clubs include Amersham Town, Staines Town and 
Uxbridge.   

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
8 3  

 

QASIM KHAN (Forward): Signed for the Blues in 2022 and made 42 appearances 
including 23 starts, scoring 18 goals. Made 16 further appearances in 23/24, but 
played just 8 times in 24/25. He re-signed at the start of the current campaign and 
played in several pre-season friendlies. Scored both our goals in our opening win 
at North Leigh before suffering a serious injury. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
 1 2 

 

ZACK BRIEF (Goalkeeper): Promising young keeper who is registered with Fulham 
as a scholar and has signed for the Blues on a Work Experience contract. Has 
performed well in the club’s 4 opening games, keeping 2 clean sheets in the games 
against North Leigh and Arlesey. (The one new signing on this impressive list of 
returning players, a measure of their respect for our current management team.) 

Starts – League & Cup Subs – League & Cup Goals – League & Cup 
3   
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TODAY’S TEAMS 
 

NORTH GREENFORD 
UNITED 

 
 

BLUE & WHITE 
 

NORTHWOOD 
F.C. 

 
 

 

RED   
 

                                                            from:                                                   from: 

 

ZACK BRIEF 
RAHIM JUDE-BOYD  
RAMARNE GRIFFITH-DUNBAR 
ELLIOTT BYRNE 
GEORGIE BROWN 
HARRY McCORKELL 
TAYLOR MILES 
GEORGE HARMES 
CHARLIE MITCHELL 
JOE MILLS 
CHEYCE GRANT 
MICHAEL KELLY 
ROBBIE QUIGLEY 
RENATO KALAJ 
TARAN RATTERY 
FRANCESCO PASS 
DANNY GOBISHAVI 
RYAN KENT 
CARL PEARCE 

 
Manager: JOEY GRITT 
Assistant Manager: MIKE MOLOKWU 
Coaches: DOMINIC CASSELLS & 
SAM HOUSE 
Sports Therapist: AISHLING MILES 

 

KACPER ORLOWSKI 
KIERON LAKE-BRYAN 
RODNEY DOS-SANTOS 
JOSH HAVARD 
ALEX SETHI 
MUSTAFA TIRYAKI 
AMARA FOFANA 
PIERCE MCNAMARA 
REON SMITH-KOUASSI 
ZACK INGRAM-WRIGHT 
NATHAN AKANDI 
DAVID GILLESPIE 
LIAM ENVER-MARUM 
YAHAY JALLOH 
LUCA LOMBARDI 
BRANDON TRUJILLO 
ARMANI MORRIS 
MEHDI ZONE 
CRAIG STEPHEN-LETT 

 
Manager: MANNY WILLIAMS 

           Assistant: LIAM ENVER-MARUM    
           Coaches: TOM NYAMA &  
           ABDUL OSMAN            
           Physio: GUS PAYNE 
            

 
 

 

 
OFFICIALS 

 
Referee: OLIVER KEIL 

 
Assistants: MICHAEL HEAVEY & 

LUKE PARTINGTON 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


