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Good afternoon and welcome to the Skyline Roofi ng 
Stadium and our C & G Scaffolding Ltd sponsored 
Clubhouse for today’s Isuzu FA Trophy match. We 
welcome our visitors from Beckenham Town FC and 
trust they enjoy their time here.

Football once again throws up the unexpected and 
none more so than a couple of weeks ago when we 
took on Hanworth Villa in this very competition and 
came out 3-1 winners with a very good performance 
and against a side who have been a bit of a nemesis in 
my time here. Yet, just forty-eight hours later we played 
against local rivals Rayners Lane in a league match and 
the complete opposite! Enough said on that.

With a couple of friendly matches being played during 
the week before today’s cup-tie, it has hopefully given 
the Management team plenty of opportunity to get 
some more fi tness into the squad as well as looking at 
a few incomings, which I feel we need. Hopefully some 
of our injured players will come back into the fold soon, 
which will also bolster the squad.

Away from the pitch, our new LED fl oodlights should 
be completed, if not by today, then shortly afterwards. 
Our new perimeter fence sits proudly in the ground 
and the ball stop netting at the cemetery end is being 
started on as I write these notes on Monday. Sad to 
report that clearly some reprobates have already been 
in our ground via the cemetery. It never stops. Once 
the old fl oodlights have been removed, we can look at 
having a more permanent solution to our merchandise 
stall, as the bad weather will soon be upon us no doubt.

We constantly make, and want to make, improvements 
here and those you see before you are certainly 
something to be proud of, but we rarely sit still and I’ll 
write more about other plans in this column as the 
games go on, but it’s exciting times here. Apart from 
some Tik-Tok clown making his way into our ground, 
all the feedback we have had so far has been excellent. 
We don’t always get everything right and there is 
normally a good reason for that, but as more people 
have got involved here, they have seen how tough 
running a club like ours can be.

Today, we look to make progress in this competition 
again and look forward seeing you all here. 

Please come and have a chat in the clubhouse after 
the game if you can. 

Enjoy the game.

Up The Woods!

Ian

INSIGHT
IAN’S
WOODS CHAIRMAN, IAN BARRY, WELCOMES YOU
ALL TO THE SKYLINE ROOFING STADIUM.
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CLUB SECRETARY, ALAN EVANS, BRINGS US ALL THE
LATEST NEWS FROM AROUND THE CLUB.

WELCOME TO THE BECKS
A warm welcome to the Skyline Roofi ng Stadium for 
another Isuzu FA Trophy fi xture where we play hosts 
to Isthmian League Division One South East side 
Beckenham Town for the fi rst-ever time. The closest 
we have ever been to being opponents in the past 
was back in the 1980s as Beckenham were members 
of the London Spartan League until transferring 
to the Kent League in 1982. The Woods were then 
playing in the Hellenic League, transferring over to the 
London Spartan League in 1984 so missing out being 
adversaries by two years. 

The Woods fi rst entered the FA Trophy competition 
in the year 2000, following our promotion from the 
then Division Two of the Isthmian League and into 
Division One. We actually won our fi rst two matches 
in the competition – away at Dartford and at home 
to Purfl eet – before losing at Canvey Island. It’s not 
been a cup competition where we have thrived for 
sure, 2009-10 being the only season where we have 
managed to get through three rounds. Two weeks 
ago, our 3-1 win over Hanworth Villa was the fi rst time 
we had progressed through the initial round, other 
than winning a couple of penalty shoot-outs (we have 
won two/lost two), since a shock 6-3 victory away at 
Dorking Wanderers back in 2016-17. But win we did 
and now we look to progress a bit further! 

The Becks, like most clubs at Step 4, received a 
“bye” in the Preliminary Round so start their Trophy 
campaign today. It’s their fourth season playing in the 
tournament following their own Step 5 promotion 
back in 2022 and they are currently still looking for 
their fi rst-ever victory in the competition having lost 
opening round games against Heybridge Swifts (on 
penalties), Three Bridges and Raynes Park Vale over 
the previous three years. 

Having fi nished in sixth place in the table last season, 
just missing out on the play-offs, manager Del 
Oldfi eld chose to retire and the Becks have given 
a fi rst managerial role to Danny Waldren, a vastly-
experienced midfi eld player and a former player at 
Beckenham Town. With a very experienced side, 
our opponents have made a disappointing start to 

their League campaign and were going into a tough 
home match against Sittingbourne on Tuesday night 
without a win from their fi rst four matches and sitting 
fourth from bottom, the same position as ourselves 
in our own division. Having squeezed out a 1-0 win 
away at Hassocks in the preliminary round of the 
FA Cup, it was our own FA Cup conquerors Egham 
Town who ended their interest in the competition last 
Saturday when the Sarnies came from behind to win 
3-2 at Eden Park Avenue, a great win for the Isthmian 
South-Central newcomers. Our visitors will certainly be 
looking to bounce back from that today. 

Today’s cup-tie does need to be played to a result 
today and there is no extra-time so if the scores are 
level after 90 minutes, a penalty shoot-out will decide 
the winners. The draw for the next round would be on 
Monday at 1pm. 

We are ever-grateful to our sponsors and this week 
our Match Sponsor is Shamira Hamirani. In addition to 
this, Graham Mann has kindly sponsored the Match-
Ball for our Trophy match so our thanks to both of 
them. As last year, we’d love to fi ll in all the spaces for 
Match Ball sponsors throughout the year so if you can 
help, please take a look at the grid elsewhere in today’s 
programme and let me know. 

LEAGUE NEWS
The Woods are still searching for our fi rst League 
win of the season after a disastrous 2-4 home defeat 
against Rayners Lane back on Bank Holiday Monday. 
Our opponents arrived bottom of the table without 
a point and when we went 1-0 up through Devonte 
Totesaut in the fi rst couple of minutes, it provided a 
golden opportunity. But, after conceding a goal on the 
break soon after, we then had a mad few minutes to 
let in two more in three minutes and suddenly we had 
a mountain to climb. Jack Empson then headed his 
fi rst goal for the club to reduce the arrears before half-
time and give us some hope. Sadly, we were unable 
to make dominance count in the second-half and it 
was the Lane who secured their fi rst-ever Southern 
League points. 

We have of course only played three games so far and 
there’s plenty of time to climb the table and we need 

OUTLOOK
WOODS
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to start that process next weekend when we travel 
to play Aylesbury United who have notched one win 
in four matches so far. There has been a change in 
the fi xture this week though. The Ducks do of course 
groundshare at The Meadow, home of Chesham 
United FC and their landlords were drawn at home 
in the second qualifying round of the FA Cup when it 
was made on Monday afternoon (to Kings Lynn Town). 
This now takes precedence of the Saturday afternoon 
which means our game will switch to the Sunday, 
14th September instead. We are then away at in-form 
Hertford Town the following weekend. Hertford have 
won both of their league matches so far and are also 
still in the FA Cup following a 2-1 away win at Isthmian 
North side Bowers & Pitsea last Saturday. They play 
away at National League South side Chelmsford City 
next Saturday in the second qualifying round. 

CUP NEWS
The draw for the fi rst round of the Middlesex Senior 
Cup has been made and the Woods were one of the 
ten clubs who missed out on a “bye” to round two 
(11 others made it). The Woods will play away to Step 
5 strugglers Edgware & Kingsbury in that opening 
round and this will be played on Tuesday 23rd 
September at 7.45pm. The club play at Silver Jubilee 

Park which they share along with Hendon FC. The 
other fi rst round matches are: Broadfi elds United v 
Harrow Borough; QPR U21s v Harefi eld United; North 
Greenford United v Ashford Town (Middx) and British 
Airways v Brentford B. 

The Woods have also entered the Middlesex Charity 
Cup for this season but the draw has not been made 
at the time of writing. 

PLAYER NEWS
Last Saturday the Woods played another friendly 
fi xture against our friends from Hendon FC with both 
clubs being free after exiting the FA Cup in previous 
rounds. The match ended 1-1 and the goalscorer in 
the fi rst-half for the Woods was a familiar face in Dan 
Williams. Dan has since signed for the Woods for a 
third spell at the club. Dan originally joined the Woods 
from Uxbridge in February 2023, left for a brief spell 
back at Uxbridge before returning the same season 
to take the Golden Boot with 17 goals in 41 matches. 
He has since played at Harrow Borough and Bedfont 
Sports where his goals helped his side win promotion 
back to Step 4 in April. Welcome back Dan!

Injuries ruled out skipper Manny Folarin for our last 
game but we are hopeful that he will be fi t to return 
for today’s cup-tie. Harry McCorkell was due to hear 

# Team P W D L F A W D L F A GD PTS

1 Biggleswade FC 5 1 0 0 2 0 3 1 0 7 2 7 13
2 Leighton Town 3 2 0 0 5 1 1 0 0 4 1 7 9
3 Welwyn Garden City 5 1 0 2 1 3 2 0 0 5 2 1 9
4 Flackwell Heath 3 1 0 0 4 0 1 1 0 3 1 6 7
5 Beaconsfi eld Town 4 0 1 1 1 2 2 0 0 6 2 3 7
6 Barton Rovers 3 1 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 3 2 3 7
7 Hitchin Town 4 0 1 1 1 2 2 0 0 4 0 3 7
8 Hadley 4 1 0 1 4 4 1 1 0 3 1 2 7
9 Biggleswade Town 3 1 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 1 0 2 7
10 Leverstock Green 4 1 0 1 3 3 1 1 0 3 2 1 7
11 Hertford Town 2 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 2 0 4 6
12 Ware 4 1 0 1 5 6 1 0 1 4 4 -1 6
13 AFC Dunstable 5 0 2 1 4 5 1 0 1 3 5 -3 5
14 Aylesbury United 4 0 1 1 0 2 1 0 1 4 4 -2 4
15 Enfi eld 3 1 0 0 5 2 0 0 2 1 4 0 3
16 Marlow 3 1 0 1 5 3 0 0 1 0 2 0 3
17 London Lions 4 1 0 1 5 4 0 0 2 0 5 -4 3
18 Rayners Lane 4 0 0 2 1 4 1 0 1 5 7 -5 3
19 Milton Keynes Irish 5 0 0 3 4 11 1 0 1 2 2 -7 3
20 Northwood 3 0 0 2 2 6 0 1 0 2 2 -4 1
21 Thame United 3 0 0 1 1 4 0 0 2 1 4 -6 0
22 Stotfold 4 0 0 2 2 6 0 0 2 6 9 -7 0

PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE
DIVISION ONE CENTRAL
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from the specialist as to whether he could return to 
playing so fi ngers crossed that went well and Kush 
Lewis-Thomas is another on the comeback trail after 
his hamstring issue. 

In appearance news, Carl Stewart is two games away 
from completing 100 League games for the Woods so 
that could come over the next two weeks as we are on 
our travels. 

SEASON TICKETS & 1926 MEMBERSHIPS
This is our eleventh year of offering a super saver 
Season Ticket and they have been available for 
purchase since early June. The cost this year is just 
£75.00 to cover our remaining 19 Southern League 
home fi xtures (just £3.95 per game) so make sure you 
get your order in soon. You can pay today and get 
access to all future league matches. See the clubs’ 
website www.northwoodfc.com for the link to pay 
online or provide me with cash. Note that the Season 
Ticket also includes access to all of our remaining 
Under-18s Isthmian Youth League fi xtures so even 
better value for money.

Also available, and very popular, is the Club’s 1926 
Membership that not only brings you a Season Ticket 
as above but also includes one Player Sponsorship 
(usually £60) and a VIP Match Day in the Boardroom 
for 4 people. A real bargain at only £179.00 and again 
there is a link from the website. 

UNDER-18S
The youngsters were successful in their fi rst Isthmian 
Youth League game of the season with a 4-1 victory 
over Fleet Town a couple of weeks ago. Henry 
Atkinson, who went on to make his fi rst-team debut 
a few days later, notched two goals and there was one 
each for debutants Caleb Wright and Rowan Daly 
while goalkeeper Matt Burrows saved a penalty. 

Next up was a rematch with Tring Athletic in the FA 
Youth Cup on Wednesday night but these notes had 
to go to print before the result of that one was known. 
Always a top side, a tough match was expected so 
we will need to have been on top form if we were 
to be successful and make it through to the next 
round – which would be at home to Hayes & Yeading 
on Wednesday 17th September after they won 5-2 at 
Hanwell Town on Monday night this week. 

The side are back in action this week with what 
is probably a far too early introduction into the 
Isthmian Youth League Cup competition and another 
tough fi xture away at old foes Bedfont Sports. This 
is scheduled for Monday night, 8th September at 
7.45pm. At present, remarkably there is no home 
game scheduled until the end of the following month 
– current leaders Maidenhead United on Wednesday 
29th October.  

We have reintroduced the Player Sponsor page for 
the Under-18s, you can fi nd that elsewhere in today’s 
programme and it’s just £30.00 for the season so if you 
are a regular at their matches, perhaps you’d like to 
sponsor your favourite Woods U18 player? 

GROUNDSHARE 
NEWS
Our tenants, Rising Ballers, 
were scheduled to be 
playing Spartans Youth at 
home today in a league 
game but of course that 
has had to be postponed. 
They were last in action 
here at the Skyline Roofi ng 
Stadium on Monday night when they entertained 
Colliers Wood United in a Combined Counties League 
Cup fi xture and lost 0-2. They currently sit in thirteenth 
place in the Division One table with nine points from 
their opening seven matches so will be looking for 
some improvement. They also went out of the FA Vase 
at the fi rst stage, losing at Step 5 side Aylesbury Vale 
Dynamos but only on penalties after a 0-0 draw. They 
have two home games coming up next week, playing 
sixth-placed Wembley on Saturday 13th September 
and then Penn & Tylers Green, who are third in the 
table, the following Monday night. 

GROUNDWORKS
Some of the ball-stop netting was being installed 
(at the cemetery end) when these notes were being 
written so hopefully will have been completed this 
week. We’re still waiting on some tree surgery to take 
place at the clubhouse end before the work can
be fi nished. 

Floodlight cabling was installed last week following 
the previous installation of the towers and we were 
pencilled in for further work to be carried out on 
Thursday and yesterday so fi ngers crossed that they 
will be close to the fi nished product by this afternoon; 
though the lights shouldn’t actually be required
this week. 

MERCHANDISE
In partnership with one of our new sponsors, Flame, 
we are delighted to be able to offer lots of new items 
in our range of merchandise which have been on 
sale at all of our home games this season. The range 
incudes caps, hoodies, replica shirts (limited number), 
bobble hats, scarves and pens at present, bucket hats 
were added at the last game, but more items will be 
added shortly. Wear your colours – the colder weather 
is on the way! 

WOODS
OUTLOOK continued...
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VOLUNTEERING
We have a great working group of volunteers here 
at the club who all work very hard to keep the 
club functioning and the ground spick and span 
throughout the season. But we could always do with 
a bit of extra help, both on matchdays or during 
the week around the stadium or the clubhouse. If 
you have a few hours to spare and would like to get 
involved, then please let us know. Speak to either 
Chairman Ian Barry or 
Commercial Manager John 
Joyce and get onboard if 
you can. 

NEXT UP AT THE 
SKYLINE 
There’s no game scheduled 
at the stadium this week 
and then it’s our tenants 
Rising Ballers who play 
at home twice in quick 
succession next week. 
Unless we are successful 
in today’s FA Trophy game 
and progress to the next 
round (Saturday 20th 
September) in two weeks’ 
time, our next fi rst-team 
home game may not be 
until the following week – 
three weeks today! 

Wednesday
13th September 
Rising Ballers v Wembley    
Combined Counties 
League – 3pm 

Monday
15th September 
Rising Ballers v Penn & 
Tylers Green     
Combined Counties 
League – 7.45pm

NEXT WOODS GAME
Saturday
27th September
Woods v. Biggleswade Town  
Southern League Division One Central – 3pm

Thank you for your support today and we look forward 
to seeing you all again soon.

Alan

MATCH & MATCH BALL SPONSORS
Opponents Date Match Sponsor Match Ball Sponsor

Egham Town Saturday 2nd August Shamira Hamirani Gerry Pimm
Hadley Tuesday 12th August - Dennis Goulding

Hanworth Villa Saturday 23rd August Shamira Hamirani Peter Reynolds

Rayners Lane Monday 25th August Colin Seal Alan Evans

Beckenham Town Saturday 6th September Shamira Hamirani Graham Mann

Biggleswade Town Saturday 27th September

Marlow Tuesday 30th September

Enfi eld Saturday 4th October

Leighton Town Saturday 11th October Sean Moore

Leverstock Green Saturday 18th October Gerry Pimm

Ware Saturday 1st November

London Lions Tuesday 11th November

AFC Dunstable Saturday 15th November

Aylesbury United Saturday 29th November

Stotfold Saturday 13th December Graham Mann

Hertford Town Saturday 20th December

Beaconsfi eld Town Saturday 3rd January 

Flackwell Heath Saturday 31st January 

Milton Keynes Irish Saturday 14th February Peter Reynolds

Welwyn Garden City Saturday 28th February

Barton Rovers Saturday 21st March

Thame United Friday 3rd April 

Biggleswade FC  Saturday 11th April Dennis Goulding

Hitchin Town Saturday 18th April 
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The Woods notched their fi rst win of the new season 
with this Isuzu FA Trophy success, their fi rst win in 
the competition for four years while also ending a 
fi ve straight defeats against their opponents over the 
last few seasons. 

With two home games scheduled inside three days, the 
management team know they need to make full use 
of the available squad so changes were made with two 
teenagers coming in in the full-back positions. 

Brian McGovern, star of last season’s Under-18s, replaced 
the holidaying Mack Miskin at left-back while current 
Under-18s Henry Atkinson made his fi rst-team debut in 
the right-back position. 

There was also a fi rst start of the season for Joint 
Manager Jon-Jo Bates in midfi eld with Carl Stewart 
rested, a debut for Hicham Bouchareb, after a patient 

wait for International Clearance, and a fi rst start for 
another teenager as Jamie Kennedy came in with 
Devonte Totesaut reverting to the bench. 

The visitors had suffered a shock FA Cup defeat a week 
earlier, going out 3-2 to Step 5 side Soul Tower Hamlets 
so also chose to similarly make several changes to their 
own starting line-up but they started brightly enough 
and got the fi rst effort on goal after 11 minutes when 
Marco Haigh forced Hafed Al-Droubi to push a shot 
wide. While the resulting corner was half-cleared, it was 
recycled and from a deep cross, George Wells headed 
back across goal and against the crossbar. 

13 MINUTES: 1-0 HICHAM BOUCHAREB
But just two minutes later, the Woods grabbed the lead 
with a great goal on the counter-attack. 

It was the two players making their debuts that 
combined with Atkinson supplying the perfect ball 
from midfi eld which allowed Bouchareb to run behind 
his marker and then fi nished clinically with a precise 
left-foot strike.  

The Villains should probably have levelled on twenty 
minutes when a stray ball across midfi eld was seized 
upon by Guy Ansah-Palmer who rushed forward, 
exchanged passes with Sam Merson and his centre 
picked out Sam Mead but the striker miskicked in front 
of goal. It was sustained period of pressure from the 
visitors at this stage. A corner was headed out by Jack 
Empson and Abdullah Javaid attempted a fi rst-time 

MATCH ACTION
WOODS TURN ON THE 
STYLE TO MAKE PROGRESS 
IN THE TROPHY

Osa Otote attacks

3 V

8

1

NORTHWOOD VS HANWORTH VILLA
SATURDAY 23RD AUGUST 2025
KICK-OFF 3.00PM
ISUZU FA TROPHY
PRELIMINARY ROUND

Reece Price-Placid on the run

Randall 64Bouchareb 13; Kennedy 45+1; 
Kearney 75
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volley which fl ew well over. Then another deep cross to 
the far post picked out Merson but his header lacked 
the direction to beat Al-Droubi who gratefully caught 
his effort. 

45 + 1 MINUTES: 2-0 JAMIE KENNEDY
After this, the Woods began to enjoy more possession 
but without threatening in the fi nal third until half-time 
was approaching. Then, Atkinson started another 
attack, fi nding Dylan Kearney centrally. He arrowed a 
great ball wide for Bouchareb to race down the left and 
his excellent cross was expertly fl icked past goalkeeper 
Mark Smith by Kennedy for his fi rst goal in Northwood 
colours.  

HALF-TIME: NORTHWOOD 2-0 HANWORTH VILLA

Two goals in front when the second-half got underway, 
the Woods continued to defend solidly with Empson 
particularly strong in the air and Villa, who had been 
forced into one change at the break, made a further 
double-substitution ten minutes later. It had almost 
instant results as a corner was headed goalwards by the 
ever-dangerous Wells but Al-Droubi managed to push it 
away and Guy Hollis could only stab the loose ball wide 
of the post. 

64 MINUTES: 2-1 DYLAN RANDALL
Another change followed for the visitors as Merson was 
replaced by Dylan Randall and this one did make an 
immediate difference as Javaid got down the left and 
sent over a fi erce cross-shot that Al-Droubi could only 

parry and it was Randall who pounced to net from 
close-range on sixty-four minutes. 

75 MINUTES: 3-1 DYLAN KEARNEY
With hopes raised for Hanworth, they went in search 
of an equaliser but Northwood were still dogged in 
defence and ten minutes later they grabbed an all-
important third goal. Ademide Baruwa won the ball in 
midfi eld and found Kennedy who provided another 
defence-splitting pass which allowed Kearney to burst 
through the centre and he raced into the box before 
crashing a shot into the top corner to give Smith
no chance. 

That was pretty much contest over as a series of 
substitutions saw the Woods introduce fresh legs which 
kept the Villa at bay and there were no scares despite 
the additional seven minutes at the end. Northwood 
had one late chance with a free-kick just outside the box 
which Jack Smith, on as a late sub, took responsibility for 
but it curled just wide of the post.

FULL-TIME: NORTHWOOD 3-1 HANWORTH VILLA

NORTHWOOD LINE-UP
Hafed Al-Droubi, Henry Atkinson (Chama Torsiello 75m), Brian 
McGovern, Manny Folarin, Jack Empson, Ademide Baruwa (Jack 
Smith 90m), Reece Price-Placid (Osa Otote 74m), Jon-Jo Bates, 
Dylan Kearney (Devonte Totesaut 82m ❚), Jamie Kennedy,
Hicham Bouchareb (Jordan Ellis 81m).

Attendance: 110

Words: Alan Evans Images: James Brown

Henry Atkinson

Heading for the top corner - Dylan Kearney scores the third

Dylan Kearney
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SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER 2007
SITTINGBOURNE 0
NORTHWOOD 2
Northwood got 
off to the very 
best of starts 
and it was their 
defenders who 
played the 
starring role. Just 
into the third 
minute, Dean 
Clark curled in a 
free-kick which 
Brad Hewitt 
fl icked on and 
Jazz Rose stole 
in round the 
back to plant the 
perfect header 
back across goalkeeper Jamie Riley and into the top 
corner. 
The rest of the half belonged to Northwood as the 
home side were unable to gain any control. Danny 
Hart was getting involved with forays down the 
fl ank and had already had one attempt at goal 
before he knocked in a great cross to Abdul Yoki 
who saw his shot tipped over the bar by Riley. From 
the resulting corner, the ball was cleared out to Yoki 
again and his effort looked goal-bound before a 
good block from a defender. 
After 36 minutes, Tackley chipped an accurate 
ball into the box and found Clark, who controlled 
it well before chipping a shot over the keeper but 
also just over the crossbar. The second goal came 
two minutes before the break, after Woods won 
a free-kick on the edge of the box. That effort was 
defl ected for a corner, from which Ryan Tackley 
found Hewitt at the far post and the centre-back 
nodded the ball home.
Sittingbourne came out for the second-half on and 
caused a few problems for the Woods defence for 
ten minutes or so, but the visitors weathered that 
storm, and held on fairly comfortably for the win.
Northwood: Mitch Swain, Bradley Hewitt, Ryan Tackley, Simieon 
Howell, Jazz Rose, Adam Theo, Abdulai Yoki (Lee Holland), Dwane 
Williams, Jerome Hall (Jermaine Hamilton), Dean Clark (Kyle 
Matthews), Danny Hart

SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2009
NORTHWOOD 1
ABINGDON UNITED 0
Northwood achieved a solitary goal win over 
Zamaretto South & West outfi t Abingdon United. 
Woods were immediately on the attack as Kyle 
Matthews found himself with only goalkeeper Jon 
Beames to beat, but the Abingdon stopper stood 
up well and defl ected the shot around the post.
The home side maintained the early pressure 
and Chris Seeby combined with Scott Orphanou 
who turned well to create an opening for Michael 
Peacock, but he stabbed his shot wide of the goal. 
However, Woods were rewarded for their bright 
start by scoring the crucial goal on 11 minutes 
following a sweeping move. Danny Power began 
the move which involved Matthews and Gary 
Burrell, before 
Orphanou fed 
John Christian, 
who blasted the 
ball home.
Christian went 
close to adding 
to his tally as he 
burst into the 
box once more 
after Power and 
Burrell combined 
well, but the shot 
was blocked. 
Chances were 
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BY KEN GREEN

3 OF A KIND

2007 - Jerome Hall battling it out
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now being created at both ends of the pitch, Swain 
saving well from John Mills and Faulkner whilst 
Christian had a shot saved by Beames before his 
follow-up shot was cleared off the line.
The Woods were anxious to fi nd the second goal 
and they went close as Gary Burrell’s outstretched 
leg was inches away from connecting with 
Figueiredo’s low cross, whilst Brad Hewitt headed 
narrowly over from Burrell’s corner.
There were further opportunities for both sides 
before the end, Figueiredo shooting wide and 
Burrell having two attempts on goal following a 
goalmouth melee, whilst Mills squandered another 
chance for Abingdon as Woods deservedly moved 
into the next round. 
Northwood: Mitch Swain, Mark Burgess (Anthony Page), 
Gary Burrell, Chris Seeby, Michael Peacock, Brad Hewitt, Scott 
Orphanou, John Christian, Kyle Matthews, John Sonuga (Hugo 
Figueiredo), Danny Power.

SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2020
NORTHWOOD 3
HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS 3
(HEYBRIDGE WON 5-4 ON PENALTIES)

Northwood staged a remarkable second-half revival 
to claw back a three goal defi cit, but eventually  
came up short in the penalty shootout. The Woods 
started well but failed to capitalise, and the tie was 
turned on its head when the hosts conceded three 
goals in 16 minutes; Osei-Owusu’s header from a 
corner fi nding the net via the upright and the head 
of Hafed Al-Droubi before Andrew Fennell scored 
a brace as he punished naïve defending from 
Northwood.
Early in the second half Al-Droubi dealt with a 
couple of long range efforts, but Woods began to 
show they might be capable of a recovery as they 
launched a series of attacks; Muhemba getting the 
better of left-back Kyan Gulliver before sending in a 

low cross which 
found Totesaut 
whose shot was 
defl ected wide 
before Morgan 
linked up with 
Muhemba 
who presented 
the ball to 
Constantinou 
but he miscued 
from the edge of 
the box.
Marcelo Graca 
pulled a goal back with a defl ected shot which fl ew 
over Marsden to give Woods a glimmer of hope on 
73 minutes, and then Excel Muhemba pulled the 
ball back to Totesaut on the edge of the box, and 
he sent an unerring shot beyond Marsden to bring 
Northwood right back into the tie with 11 minutes 
left on the clock.
It looked all over with the clock moving into the 
third minute of added time, but Northwood won a 
free kick in front of their dugout. It was sent into the 
box by Ryan Phillips and was met by keeper Hafed 
Al-Droubi, up for the last gasp set-play, and he 
directed his header into the bottom corner to send 
Woods fans delirious – and it was onto penalties!
Al Droubi showed his penalty saving prowess with 
a save after Woods had missed their fi rst penalty 
before the shootout moved into sudden death. Both 
keepers produced another save apiece before the 
unfortunate Graca fi red over for Woods giving Harry 
Norman the chance to win it for the Swifts and he 
duly obliged to cap an enthralling afternoon of
cup football. 
Northwood: Hafed Al-Droubi, Michael Panford, Jaden Sharman, 
Sukru Can Yildiz (Daryl Bryan-Samuels), Dave Thomas (Ryan 
Phillips), Ryan Esprit, Excel Muhemba, Marcelo Graca, Devonte 
Totesaut, Yiannis Constantinou, Baback Dehghani (Aaron Morgan).

11

2009 - John Christian on the ball

2020 - Hafed Al-Droubi celebrates his equaliser!
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THROUGHOUT NORTHWOOD’S HISTORY THE CLUB HAVE PLAYED 
NINE FIXTURES ON 6TH SEPTEMBER, MANY OF WHICH WERE PRE-
SEASON FRIENDLIES; ALL PREVIOUS GAMES ARE LISTED BELOW, 
AND I REVIEW THREE OF THEM HERE. BY KEN GREEN

YESTERDAY
TODAY 06.09

1980
ABINGDON UNITED  1
WOODS 5
Northwood 
fi nally 
opened their 
account in 
the Cold 
Shield 
Hellenic 
League 
premier 
division 
after three 
defeats and 
two draws, 
and they 
were in command from the start, and the only 
surprise was that it took until late in the fi rst half 
before they scored.
The Woods were pushing the ball around so well, 
and the hosts were forced back from the start.
The competent build-up from midfi eld, where Ian 
Harvey, Robin Tidd and Martin Ellis excelled, was 
not complemented with good fi nishing in the fi rst 
half, and it was fi ve minutes from the break before 
they took the lead. The ball was played forward by 
Ian Harvey, where Paul Devis won the challenge in 
the air for a neat knock-forward.The fast moving Ellis 

nipped in behind 
the defence and 
as the keeper 
came out he 
lofted the ball 
into the roof of 
the net,
After the restart 
it was again 
all Northwood 
and in the 65th 
minute they 
went 2-0 up. Ellis 
clipped the ball 
over the defence 
to Harvey, who 

took the ball to the line and crossed to Roger 
Livingstone, who slipped the ball home.
This was the prelude of the avalanche that had 
threatened to come. Paul Devis shot for goal only 
to see the ball rebound off a post, but Robin Tidd 
was on hand to tap the ball home.A feature of the 
second half was the length of the kicking by Woods 
keeper Toogood, who often reached the edge of 
the Abingdon box, and it was from one of these 
clearances that Northwood netted their fourth. 
Northwood: John Toogood, Peter Davies, Steve 
Revell, Ian Harvey, Peter Carter, Norman Heslop, 
Robin Tidd, Martin Ellis, Paul Devis, Mark Thomas, 
Roger Livingstone (George Wlodyka)

1988
WOODS 0
ABINGDON TOWN 1
The Woods slipped to their fi rst home Greene 
King Spartan League 
defeat of the season 
when an early goal by 
Emsden settled the 
issue in favour of visiting 
Abingdon Town, and 
the goal had a degree 
of luck involved.
It seemed to be a mishit 
cross that eluded John 
Toogood, keeping the 
visitors undefeated in 
the league.
Woods gave a 100% 
better performance 
than they that done in 
losing 0-3 at Cheshunt 
the previous Saturday, 
and were worth a point for their commitment alone.
But a very competent Town defence allowed them 
few chances, and keeper Steve Lymer was in fi ne 
form, making great saves from Henry Pacquette, 
Garfi eld Blackman and Malcolm Bennett in the 
second period.
Northwood: John Toogood, Bob Wright, Steve 1980 - Roger Livingstone scored fi rst goal
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Date Competition Opponents Scorers Att

Sat 6 Sep 1930 H Friendly Chalfont Wasps L1-3 Bunce

Sat 6 Sep 1975 A Middlesex League Rayners Lane W3-1 Dibbens 2, Tidd

Sat 6 Sep 1980 A Cold Shield Hellenic League Premier Division Abingdon United W5-1 Livingstone, Ellis, Tidd, Devis, Harvey

Sat 6 Sep 1986 A Spartan League Premier Division Southgate Athletic D2-2 Stagg, Thomas

Tue 6 Sep 1988 H London-Spartan League Premier Division Abingdon Town L0-1

Tue 6 Sep 1994 H Friendly Hampton L2-3 Wood, Boadu

Sat 6 Sep 2003 H Ryman League Premier Division Bedford Town W3-1 Knight 2, Elsegood 264

Sat 6 Sep 2008 H Ryman League Division 1 North Chatham Town W2-1 Sonner, Gordon 124

Sat 6 Sep 2014 H Evo Stik Southern League Division 1C Marlow W3-0 Murray, Nicholas, Asamoah 157

Revell, Mick Freeman, Neil Lane, Henry Pacquette, 
Alan Figg, Malcolm Bennett, Darren Colwill, Garfi eld 
Blackman, Rob Eccles.

2014
WOODS 3
MARLOW 0
There was a slow start to this game with both 
sides failing to create much in front of goal. Marcus 
Mealing fi red wide from distance for the visitors 
while Northwood did have the ball in the net when 
Nick Turner turned in a corner but a whistle ruled it 
out for a foul on goalkeeper Simon Grant. 
The Woods gradually managed to control things 
and Rob Hastings’ cross saw Dan Bailey slice an 
attempted clearance not far wide of his own post 
for a corner. From that, Michael Murray knocked the 
ball long, Turner headed it back across and George 
Nicholas perhaps should have scored but only 
managed to head just over the bar. Yet, Northwood 
didn’t have to wait much longer for the opening 
goal as a ball from the right saw Hastings have 
an effort blocked but the rebound fell to Michael 
Murray who had plenty of time to stroke home. 
Danny McNicholas had to be alert to keep out a 
header from Barney after the lively striker got his 
head to a Chris Ovenden cross and another curling 
effort from Mealing wasn’t far wide but the Woods 
countered well with a second goal before the break. 
Joakim Ehui sent an excellent through-ball to put 
Nicholas in on the right and he rifl ed a shot across 

Grant to make it 2-0. 

Omar Vassell was close 
to heading in a Murray 
free-kick but was 
denied by some good 
defending, but on 80 
minutes a free-kick saw 
Ehui pull the ball back 
for substitute Nana 
Asamoah to squeeze 
a shot just inside the 
post. 

Hastings continued to 
look for a goal on his starting debut he and went 
close with a fi erce drive in stoppage-time but it fl ew 
just wide, and it was Marlow who recorded the last 
effort on goal as substitute Corey King got in from 
the left and hit a near-post shot that McNicholas 
had to turn wide. 

Northwood: Danny McNicholas, Alex Nolan,
Andy Lomas (Mason Yorke), Nick Turner,
Perry Dicker, Jordan Lawal, Joakim Ehui,
George Nicholas, Rob Hastings, Michael Murray 
(Nana Asamoah), Omar Vassell

2014 - Jordan Lawal watched by two defenders

GAMES THE WOODS HAVE PLAYED ON THE 6TH SEPTEMBER  

1988 - Midfi eld action against Abingdon Town
look for a goal on his starting debut he and went 
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Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?
There are many different volunteer roles in non-league football 
and Southern League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub
is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your

local football club.

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk 

to find out more
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PITCH PARTNERSPITCH PARTNERS

To learn more,
scan here  

A C H I E V I N G  G O A L S

PSTsport.com

DESIGN &
PLANNING

SUBBASE
CONSTRUCTION

FENCING, NETTING
& FLOODLIGHTS

SHOCK PAD &
ARTIFICIAL GRASS

PITCH TESTING &
MAINTENANCE

PST Sport  is  proud to  sponsor
The Southern Footbal l  League
'Club of  The Month '  Awards

ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHESARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES
DESIGN & BUILD SPECIALIST  CONTRACTOR

Ever thought of volunteering to 
help your local football club?
There are many different volunteer roles in non-league football 
and Southern League football clubs need your help with them.

The Trident Leagues and Pitching In’s online Volunteer Hub
is the place where you can find opportunities and contact your

local football club.

Please visit
Pitchinginvolunteers.co.uk 

to find out more
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Looking to follow up their excellent FA Trophy 
victory just forty eight hours earlier, a much-
changed Northwood team proved unable to match 
that performance and their attempt to notch their 
fi rst Southern League win of the season proved 
unsuccessful. 

Only fi ve of the starters from the Saturday began this 
match against their Middlesex neighbours, who were 
also looking for their fi rst win, as back in came Nasir 
Sharifi , Mack Miskin, Carl Stewart, Osa Otote, Rico 
Clarke-Rowe and Devonte Totesaut. Ruled out of the 
squad completely were skipper Manny Folarin, Jon-Jo 
Bates and Dylan Kearney, all with injury while Brian 
McGovern and Jordan Ellis were also left out while 
Reece Price-Placid and Ademide Baruwa were rested to 
the bench alongside Harry McKenna who was returning 
after picking up an injury in the opening home friendly. 

The visitors have had a summer of rebuilding with a 
new manager and team so will be looking for gradual 
improvement and their squad included former Woods 
Ergys Pepaj, Meshach Williams and Jeremy Stewart. 

1 MINUTE: 1-0 DEVONTE TOTESAUT
The Woods started well though and the fi rst minute 
had only just passed when Osa Otote got the better 
of his marker out wide on the right and his cross was 
brought down by Devonte Totesaut’s right-foot who 
then swivelled and lashed home with his left. 

14 MINUTES: 1-1 QASIM KHAN
Northwood continued to press and Jamie Kennedy 
tested visiting goalkeeper Charlie Patmore with a good 
strike after ten minutes but the Lane were beginning 
to make inroads themselves and they found an early 
equaliser just three minutes later as a cross from the 
left was half-blocked by Jack Empson but only looped 
up to allow Qasim Khan able to steer a header over the 
stranded Hafed Al-Droubi. 

Pepaj put a header wide for the visitors just a couple of 
minutes later and although Miskin went close for the 
Woods with a free-kick from just outside the box which 
fl ashed just over soon after, the Lane were certainly 
causing some problems. 

A change was made on the half-hour to adjust the 
defence which wasn’t looking solid. Chama Torsiello 
came into the centre as substitute with Miskin reverting 
to his more customary left-back role; Sharifi  being 
withdrawn. But it didn’t have the desired effect and 
Rayners Lane suddenly transformed the match with 
two goals in three minutes. 

MATCH ACTION
WOODS FAIL TO BUILD
ON TROPHY VICTORY

Jamie Kennedy

2 V

16

4

NORTHWOOD VS RAYNERS LANE
MONDAY 25TH AUGUST 2025
KICK-OFF 3.00PM
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE
DIVISION ONE CENTRAL

Opening goal celebration

Khan 14, Bircham 36,
Williams 40, Walsh 81

Totesaut 1, Empson 44
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36 MINUTES: 1-2 FRANKIE BIRCHAM
Firstly, a corner saw several players hit the deck as 
the ball was headed down at the back post. Williams 
hooked it goalwards and with two Lane players almost 
on the goal-line it was headed in by Frankie Bircham. 
Valid claims for offside were waved away by the 
assistant referee. 

40 MINUTES: 1-3 MESHACH WILLIAMS
The third proved easy as Kean Grover’s ball into the box 
fl ew over the head of Torsiello and Williams stole in 
ahead of Atkinson to hit a clean strike across goal and 
inside the far post. 

44 MINUTES: 2-3 JACK EMPSON
Just four minutes later, Northwood got a goal that 
they needed before the break to give them hopes of 
a second-half comeback. A free-kick was well-fl ighted 
by Henry Atkinson and Jack Empson rose highest with 
a well-directed header that gave Patmore no chance 
in goal. It was his fi rst goal for the club in his forty-fi rst 
appearance. Just before the break, Clarke-Rowe had 
a good effort pushed over by Patmore as the Woods 
looked to level. 

HALF-TIME: NORTHWOOD 2-3 RAYNERS LANE

Better things were needed in the second-half for the 
Woods and there were two further changes. Hicham 
Bouchareb had picked up a knock on his ankle so 
was replaced by Price-Placid while Baruwa replaced 
Kennedy. 

And the Woods could have been level just two minutes 
in as Totesaut and Baruwa combined to set up Otote for 
a shot which fell straight to Clarke-Rowe but his effort 
from six yards was poor and blocked by Patmore. 

Then followed a succession of corners which were 
mostly well-delivered and threatening from both sides 
of the pitch but without ever looking likely to get the 
touch necessary to divert the ball over the line. 

Price-Placid had the next real chance to level on seventy 
two minutes as the ball was well-worked across the 
pitch and into his path but it needed a fi rst-time strike, 
he took a touch and his effort was blocked as the visitors 
continued to work hard to limit opportunities. 

The introduction of McKenna as a substitute was 
welcome following his injury woes but Rayners Lane 
were able to utilise more subs in the fi nal twenty 
minutes and it refreshed things for them at the 
right time. 

81 MINUTES: 2-4 BRADLEY WALSH
The killer fourth goal came ten minutes from time 
when a ball was played wide to one of those substitutes, 
Bradley Walsh who showed great pace to get past and 
across McKenna, did the same to Torsiello and fi red past 
Al-Droubi for a excellent solo effort. 

There was no comeback from that goal and the game 
petered out into a second successive home defeat for 
the Woods to start the league season. 

With a long break before the Woods next competitive 
game, the FA Trophy fi xture against Isthmian South-
East side Beckenham Town, on Saturday 6th September 
at the Skyline, the management team are hoping to 
arrange a friendly or two to keep the games fl owing. 

FULL-TIME: NORTHWOOD 2-4 RAYNERS LANE

NORTHWOOD LINE-UP
Hafed Al-Droubi, Henry Atkinson (Harry McKenna 66m), Nasir 
Sharifi  (Chama Torsiello 30m), Mack Miskin, Jack Empson, Carl 
Stewart (Jack Smith 77m), Osa Otote, Rico Clarke-Rowe, Devonte 
Totesaut, Jamie Kennedy (Ademide Baruwa 46m), Hicham 
Bouchareb (Reece Price-Placid 46m). 

Attendance: 173

Words: Alan Evans Images: James Brown

Dangerous corner

Rayners Lane try to stop Devonte Totesaut
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AUGUST F-A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Used Substitutes OG
Sat 2 EGHAM TOWN H FACEPR 0-1 204 Al-Droubi Sharifi  ❚ Miskin M. Folarin Empson ❚ Stewart Price-Placid Baruwa Kearney Totesaut Lewis-Thomas Clarke-Rowe, Bates, Ford, Kennedy, Otote

Sat 9 AFC DUNSTABLE A LGE 2-2 108 Al-Droubi Sharifi  ❚ Miskin 1 M. Folarin ❚ Empson Stewart Price-Placid Baruwa Kearney Totesaut 1 Otote Ellis (67), Kennedy (67), Torsiello (71), Bates (62)

Tue 12 HADLEY H LGE 0-2 147 Al-Droubi Sharifi ❚ Miskin M. Folarin Empson Stewart Price-Placid Baruwa ❚ Kearney Totesaut Otote ❚ Ellis (61), Ford (61), Bates (72), Torsiello (72)

Sat 23 HANWORTH VILLA H FATPR 3-1 110 Al-Droubi Atkinson McGovern M. Folarin Empson Baruwa Price-Placid Bates Kearney 1 Kennedy 1 Bouchareb 1 Otote (74), Torsiello (75), Ellis (81), Totesaut (72) ❚, Smith (90)

Mon 25 RAYNERS LANE H LGE 2-4 173 Al-Droubi Atkinson Sharifi Miskin Empson 1 Stewart Otote Clarke-Rowe Totesaut 1 Kennedy Bouchareb Torsiello (30), Baruwa (46), Price-Placid (46), McKenna (66), Smith (90)

SEPTEMBER
Sat 6 BECKENHAM TOWN H 1QR 0-1
Sun 14 AYLESBURY UNITED A LGE 1-3
Sat 20 HERTFORD TOWN A LGE 1-5
Tue 23 EDGWARE & KINGSBURY A MSC 1-5
Sat 27 BIGGLESWADE TOWN H LGE 2-2
Tue 30 MARLOW H LGE
OCTOBER
Sat 4 ENFIELD H LGE 0-2
Sat 11 LEIGHTON TOWN H LGE 3-2
Tue 14 FLACKWELL HEATH A LGE 2-1
Sat 18 LEVERSTOCK GREEN H LGE 2-4
Sat 25 HITCHIN TOWN A LGE
Tue 28 MILTON KEYNES IRISH A LGE
NOVEMBER
Sat 1 WARE H LGE 1-0
Sat 8 WELWYN GARDEN CITY A LGE 0-2
Tue 11 LONDON LIONS H LGE 1-2
Sat 15 AFC DUNSTABLE H LGE 1-0
Sat 22 BARTON ROVERS A LGE 0-2
Tue 25 HADLEY A LGE 2-0
Sat 29 AYLESBURY UNITED H LGE 1-3
DECEMBER
Sat 6 THAME UNITED A LGE 1-3
Sat 13 STOTFOLD H LGE 3-0
Sat 20 HERTFORD TOWN H LGE 2-5
Sat 27 RAYNERS LANE A LGE 1-0
JANUARY
Sat 3 BEACONSFIELD TOWN H LGE 1-1
Sat 10 BIGGLESWADE A LGE 1-3
Sat 17 ENFIELD A LGE
Sat 24 MARLOW A LGE
Sat 31 FLACKWELL HEATH H LGE
FEBRUARY
Sat 7 LEIGHTON TOWN A LGE 0-4
Sat 14 MILTON KEYNES IRISH H LGE 0-1
Sat 21 Ware A LGE
Sat 28 WELWYN GARDEN CITY H LGE
MARCH
Sat 7 LONDON LIONS A LGE 4-2
Sat 14 BIGGLESWADE TOWN A LGE 1-2
Sat 21 BARTON ROVERS H LGE 1-2
Sat 28 STOTFOLD A LGE 1-2
APRIL
Fri 3 THAME UNITED H LGE 0-1
Mon 6 BEACONSFIELD TOWN A LGE 6-0
Sat 11 BIGGLESWADE H LGE 3-2
Sat 18 HITCHIN TOWN H LGE 3-0
Sat 25 LEVERSTOCK GREEN A LGE

WOODS MATCH BY MATCH
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AUGUST F-A Att 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Used Substitutes OG
Sat 2 EGHAM TOWN H FACEPR 0-1 204 Al-Droubi Sharifi  ❚ Miskin M. Folarin Empson ❚ Stewart Price-Placid Baruwa Kearney Totesaut Lewis-Thomas Clarke-Rowe, Bates, Ford, Kennedy, Otote

Sat 9 AFC DUNSTABLE A LGE 2-2 108 Al-Droubi Sharifi  ❚ Miskin 1 M. Folarin ❚ Empson Stewart Price-Placid Baruwa Kearney Totesaut 1 Otote Ellis (67), Kennedy (67), Torsiello (71), Bates (62)

Tue 12 HADLEY H LGE 0-2 147 Al-Droubi Sharifi ❚ Miskin M. Folarin Empson Stewart Price-Placid Baruwa ❚ Kearney Totesaut Otote ❚ Ellis (61), Ford (61), Bates (72), Torsiello (72)

Sat 23 HANWORTH VILLA H FATPR 3-1 110 Al-Droubi Atkinson McGovern M. Folarin Empson Baruwa Price-Placid Bates Kearney 1 Kennedy 1 Bouchareb 1 Otote (74), Torsiello (75), Ellis (81), Totesaut (72) ❚, Smith (90)

Mon 25 RAYNERS LANE H LGE 2-4 173 Al-Droubi Atkinson Sharifi Miskin Empson 1 Stewart Otote Clarke-Rowe Totesaut 1 Kennedy Bouchareb Torsiello (30), Baruwa (46), Price-Placid (46), McKenna (66), Smith (90)

SEPTEMBER
Sat 6 BECKENHAM TOWN H 1QR 0-1
Sun 14 AYLESBURY UNITED A LGE 1-3
Sat 20 HERTFORD TOWN A LGE 1-5
Tue 23 EDGWARE & KINGSBURY A MSC 1-5
Sat 27 BIGGLESWADE TOWN H LGE 2-2
Tue 30 MARLOW H LGE
OCTOBER
Sat 4 ENFIELD H LGE 0-2
Sat 11 LEIGHTON TOWN H LGE 3-2
Tue 14 FLACKWELL HEATH A LGE 2-1
Sat 18 LEVERSTOCK GREEN H LGE 2-4
Sat 25 HITCHIN TOWN A LGE
Tue 28 MILTON KEYNES IRISH A LGE
NOVEMBER
Sat 1 WARE H LGE 1-0
Sat 8 WELWYN GARDEN CITY A LGE 0-2
Tue 11 LONDON LIONS H LGE 1-2
Sat 15 AFC DUNSTABLE H LGE 1-0
Sat 22 BARTON ROVERS A LGE 0-2
Tue 25 HADLEY A LGE 2-0
Sat 29 AYLESBURY UNITED H LGE 1-3
DECEMBER
Sat 6 THAME UNITED A LGE 1-3
Sat 13 STOTFOLD H LGE 3-0
Sat 20 HERTFORD TOWN H LGE 2-5
Sat 27 RAYNERS LANE A LGE 1-0
JANUARY
Sat 3 BEACONSFIELD TOWN H LGE 1-1
Sat 10 BIGGLESWADE A LGE 1-3
Sat 17 ENFIELD A LGE
Sat 24 MARLOW A LGE
Sat 31 FLACKWELL HEATH H LGE
FEBRUARY
Sat 7 LEIGHTON TOWN A LGE 0-4
Sat 14 MILTON KEYNES IRISH H LGE 0-1
Sat 21 Ware A LGE
Sat 28 WELWYN GARDEN CITY H LGE
MARCH
Sat 7 LONDON LIONS A LGE 4-2
Sat 14 BIGGLESWADE TOWN A LGE 1-2
Sat 21 BARTON ROVERS H LGE 1-2
Sat 28 STOTFOLD A LGE 1-2
APRIL
Fri 3 THAME UNITED H LGE 0-1
Mon 6 BEACONSFIELD TOWN A LGE 6-0
Sat 11 BIGGLESWADE H LGE 3-2
Sat 18 HITCHIN TOWN H LGE 3-0
Sat 25 LEVERSTOCK GREEN A LGE

WOODS SCORE SHOWN FIRST;GOAL SCORER (1);
FIRST SUB; SECOND SUB; THIRD SUB; FOURTH SUB; FIFTH SUB; ❚YELLOW CARD; ❚RED CARD
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PREMIUM
SPONSORS

R Duffy and Daughters Ltd
Plastering / Dry Lining
& Waste Management

THE OPTICIANS

l amer tons
Rickmansworth 01923 778704

Northwood 01923 822066
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WITH JOHN JOYCE
No� hwood FC Commercial Manager
e nfc.commercial1926@gmail.com
t 07766 135243

Welcome once again to Commercial Corner!

Good luck to the team today in the FA Trophy against 
Beckenham FC. It’s always nice to go on a cup run 
with the added bonus of extra prize money so fi ngers 
crossed!

This week I issued out our fi rst monthly update to all 
sponsors. This includes news on their sponsorship and 
on & off the fi eld activities at the club. This emailed 
update is important as it keeps communication going 
with the companies and helps to build the relationship.  
Our Sponsor Of The Week online feature starts again 
next week, highlighting one business at a time and will 
give you more information about them. Please support 
them when you can. 

I normally feature one sponsor per edition so this time 
it’s STEM Den Ltd who joined us during the summer. 
Owner Vanessa McSween is a teacher at St. Johns 
school in Northwood and started up educational 
summer day camps based at the school. They offer 
active learning programmes for children aged between 
5 to 13 through Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. 

I recently visited STEM Den and was given a tour by 
Vanessa and her wonderful staff and saw fi rst hand 
the activities the children were taking part in. Every 
corner was fi lled with interactive exhibits, hands on 
experiments and creative activities. It really was
fantastic to see. 

Please visit their website www.stemden.co.uk for 
details on their next available day camps.

Our Premium Tier Sponsors and merchandise suppliers 
Flame Corporate Clothing Ltd now has a new website. 

Please check out. www.fl amecorporateclothing.com

On the merchandising front we are still working 
towards bringing in Woods polo shirts very soon. 
Unfortunately due to unprecedented demand we have 
sold out of both home and away shirts but some more 
are coming soon. If you would like to reserve one, please 
let Graham know on our stand. One new edition this 
week is the introduction of Northwood FC dog bowls. 
Yes really! We do see a few of our canine friends around 
the ground so they’d love nothing better than one of 
these. It also includes a ball and waste bag holder from 
sponsors Fauna Vets. 

 Our Instagram Matchday footage sponsors for today’s 
game are Flame Corporate Clothing Ltd and you will

see their logo at the end of 
selected clips.  

Our fi rst Sponsor Of The 
Week will feature our Stadium 
Sponsors Skyline Roofi ng 
Centres Ltd.

Until next time.
Up the Woods!

John

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL
CORNERCORNER
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The original Beckenham Town 
were established in the late 19th 
century, affi liating to the Kent 
County Football Association in 
1887. In 1923, the club joined 
Division One of the London 
League. They won Division One 
in 1927–28, and were promoted 
to the Premier Division. However, 
after fi nishing second-from-
bottom in their fi rst season in the 
Premier Division, they ended the 
1929–30 season in last place,
and were relegated back to 
Division One.

The following season saw them 
fi nish second in Division One, 
earning promotion back to the 

Premier Division. Despite fi nishing 
bottom of the Premier Division 
in 1931–32 they remained in the 
division, but after repeating the feat 
in 1932–33, they Division relegated 
back to Division One. After fi nishing 
bottom of Division One in 1934–35 
the club left the league They had 
also entered a team into the Kent 
County Amateur League a few 
seasons before, and continued 
playing in the Premier Division of 
the Western Section until rejoining 
the London League in 1951, where 
they were placed in the Premier 
Division.

They remained in the London 
League’s Premier Division until 

joining the Aetolian League in 
1961. This merged with the London 
League in 1964 to form the Greater 
London League, with Beckenham 
placed in Section B. A fi fth-place 
fi nish in the league’s inaugural 
season saw them win a place in the 
Premier Division for the 1965–66 
season. However, after fi nishing 
second-from-bottom of the division 
that season, they were relegated to 
Division One. The club then folded 
in 1969.

In 1971, the club was reformed 
based on the Stanhope Rovers 
junior team. After playing in the 
South-East London Amateur 
League, they joined Division Two of 

VISITING THE SKYLINE STADIUM

BECKENHAM
TOWN
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the new London Spartan League in 
1975. After being runners-up in the 
Senior League in 1977–78, they were 
promoted to the Premier Division 
where they played for four seasons 
with a highest-place of sixth. In 1982 
they transferred across to Division 
One of the Kent League, which 
subsequently became the Premier 
Division in 1998. They fi nished as 
runners–up in 2005–06 and were 
third two years later. 

The league was subsequently 
renamed the Southern Counties 
East League in 2013. The club won 
both the Kent Senior Trophy and the 
League Cup in 2013–14, and went on 
to win the Roy Vinter Shield at the 
start of the 2014–15 season. In 2019–
20 the club were top of the league 
when the season was abandoned 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic; this 
could have been the club’s highest 
fi nish since reforming in 1971.

At the end of the 2020–21 season 
they were again transferred, this 
time to the Premier Division 
South of the Combined Counties 
League. During their very fi rst 
season, Beckenham were crowned 
Premier Division South champions, 
earning promotion to Step 4 and 
the Isthmian League. In that fi rst 
season in the Isthmian League the 
club fi nished fourth, qualifying for 
the promotion play-offs but went on 
to lose narrowly, 1–0 to Whitehawk 
in the semi-fi nals. That excellent 

fi rst season at Step 4 also saw the 
club record their best ever FA Cup 
run, reaching the Fourth Qualifying 
Round with wins over Horsham 
YMCA, K Sports, East Grinstead 
Town, Dartford and Binfi eld before 
losing 7-0 at home to Dagenham & 
Redbridge. 

The 2023-24 saw the club fi nish 
in the relegation zone of the 
South East Division, but they were 
reprieved from relegation and 
they returned to form last season, 
heading the table during the fi rst-

half of the campaign but ultimately 
missing out on the play-offs with a 
sixth-placed fi nish. 

Manager Del Oldfi eld retired from 
his role in the summer of 2025 
and the Becks have given a fi rst 
managerial appointment to vastly-
experienced midfi elder Danny 
Waldren who has previously played 
for the club and he will be looking to 
build the club up for another stab
at promotion. 

The Manager

Danny 
Waldren
Danny was an experienced 
midfi elder who enjoyed 
an excellent non-League 
career, starting out at 
Bromley and playing for 
Dulwich Hamlet, Welling 
United and Billericay Town 
amongst others.

He joined Beckenham 
in 2021 and then played 
at Cray Valley PM before 
the 35-year-old returned 
to take over as player-
manager of the Becks in 
the summer of 2025. 



#UPTHEWOODS E- northwoodfc.com

26

FORMER WOODS PLAYERS
WHO RETURN TODAY IN THE 
EGHAM TOWN SQUAD
MEET THE BECKS

GOALKEEPERS
JAMES BATT
Young goalkeeper who has arrived 
at Beckenham from Bromley’s 
Under-23 side this summer. 
Originally in the Charlton Athletic 
Academy, James had a short loan 
spell with Whitehawk last season 
and at only 19, has a bright future 
ahead of him. 

DEFENDERS
JOE CHALKER
Right-sided full-back or winger, 
with an eye for a goal, who enjoyed 
several seasons with Erith Town 
before moving to Erith & Belvedere 
in 2024, from where he joined 
Beckenham in April 2025. 

ELLIOTT MCKIMM 
Young defender who joined 
Beckenham from Cray Valley PM 
in the summer where he made 
a handful of appearances having 
previously played for Colliers Wood 
United and he was also at Tooting & 
Mitcham on loan. 

HENRY DOUGLAS 
Henry was a long-serving right-back 
with Phoenix Sports for over fi ve 

years before 
joining Bowers & 
Pitsea at the start 
of the 2024-25 
season. He then 
moved on to 
Beckenham in 
January 2025 and 
has been a regular 
squad member 
ever since.

ROB CARTER 
Club Captain, 
assistant 
manager and 
an experienced 
defender, now 
34, who has 
been with the 
Becks for several 
years. Reliable 
and virtually 
ever-present last 
season as the 
Becks just missed 
out on the play-
offs. Previous clubs 

include Bromley and Maidstone 
United. 

MUDIAGA WANOGHO
A regular in the Beckenham back-
line for the last six years, strong and 
uncompromising defender Mudi 
remains a big part of the Becks back 
three. He joined 
from Fisher in 2019 
and had previously 
seen service 
at Greenwich 
Borough and SC 
Thamesmead. 

JACK HOLLAND 
Another vastly 
experienced, 
33-year-old 
defender who 
started out in the 
youth set-ups at 
Bromley and Crystal 
Palace with loan 
spells at Eastbourne 
Borough and 
Farnborough. 
He went on to 
make over 200 
appearances for 
Bromley and 
captained them 

to the FA Trophy fi nal in 2018. More 
recently with Dulwich Hamlet 
and Cray Wanderers, he joined 
Beckenham in the summer of 2024 
and made the most appearances 
for the club as they chased a play-off 
place last season. 

SAM WOOD 
Veteran defender or midfi eld player, 
Sam started out in non-League with 
Cray Wanderers and Bromley before 
earning a move to the professional 
ranks with Brentford where he 
played over 100 games before a loan 
spell at Rotherham United and then 
a move to Wycombe Wanderers 
where he stayed for fi ve years. He 
dropped back into non-League with 
Eastleigh, returned to Bromley and 
then played for Dover Athletic and 
Cray Wanderers before his move to 
Beckenham in February 2025. 

MIDFIELDERS
FREDDIE NYHUS 
Long-serving versatile player, 
Freddie has been a regular in the 
Beckenham side seen making his 
debut in 2022 as a teenager when 
he played a key role in the club’s 
Combined Counties League title win 
that year. Has now made around 150 
appearances for the club. 

Sam Wood

Jack Holland
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JESSE ROWE 
Young midfi eld player, still only 17, 
who has been picked up from the 
Chatham Town Academy on loan 
and looks to have a bright future. 

TOM HEVER
Experienced 28-year-old midfi eld 
player who joined Beckenham in 
2024 from SCEFL side Glebe, where 
he had played for several years, and 
has been part of the engine room 
in midfi eld ever since bringing 
grit and determination to the side. 
Originally with Welling United 
Academy. 

MARK MARSHALL 
Another vastly-experienced 
player, 38-year-old winger Mark 
started his career in non-League 
with Carshalton Athletic, Grays 
Athletic and Eastleigh before he 
earned a move as a professional 
with Swindon Town in 2008. He 
went on to enjoy spells at Barnet, 
Coventry City, Charlton Athletic and 
Gillingham amongst others before 
returning to non-League with 
Maidstone United and played again 
for Carshalton Athletic and Dulwich 
Hamlet before joining the Becks in 
the summer of 2025.  .

BRADLEY RYAN 
Young, 22-year-old attacking 
midfi elder, Bradley was at Chelsea 
as a youngster but started his 
non-League with Ramsgate, Erith 
& Belvedere, Ashford United, Cray 
Wanderers, Punjab United and 
Holmesdale, interspersed with 
spells at Beckenham over the last 
few seasons. 

FORWARDS
GEORGE PORTER 
Vastly-experienced attacker, now 
33, who played League football for 
Leyton Orient, Colchester United, 
AFC Wimbledon, Rochdale and 
Dagenham & Redbridge and has 

since seen service at top-level non-
League clubs such as Maidstone 
United, Welling United, Bromley, 
Dartford, Dulwich Hamlet and Cray 
Wanderers. Joined the Becks this 
summer. 

STEVE TOWNSEND 
28-year-old left-sided attacker 
who has been with Beckenham 
since joining from Sunday side 
Farnborough Old Bous Guild in 
2019 and has always chipped in 
with plenty of goals as the Becks 
have climbed through the ranks. 

LOUIE THEOPHANOUS 
Louie is a well-travelled, prolifi c 
goalscorer over the years, Now 
33, he made his name with an 
excellent couple of spells at Staines 
Town, moving to Bromley and back, 
then on to Farnborough, both times 

for a small fee. He has also seen 
service at Sutton United, St. Albans 
City. Chelmsford City, Billericay Town, 
Woking and Kingstonian but has 
had two spells at Beckenham since 
2022, banged in around 40 goals last 
season and has just completed 100 
goals for the club.

Bradley Ryan

Louie Theophanous
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U18S MAKE SOLID START TO LIFE BACK 
IN THE ISTHMIAN YOUTH LEAGUE

The Woods started life back with the Isthmians 
in good style a couple of weeks ago, paired up at 
home to Fleet Town in their opening fi xture. 

It’s always a diffi cult time to play matches with 
players still away on summer holidays and the 
visitors claimed that several of their squad were at 
a Reading Festival pre-event. Manager Jamie Barry 
also had to cope with top defender Aidan Tarrant 
pulling out with illness on the morning of the match.

It was still a strong line-up that took to the fi eld 
though and the Woods started well enough with 
Royd Pullem and Tobi Faleye both testing the Fleet 
goalkeeper in the early stages. The opening goal 
came on the half-hour though as Henry Atkinson 
raced onto a good through-ball from Caleb Wright 
and fi nished well. 

Just two minutes later, the visiting ‘keeper spilled a 
corner and Caleb Wright pounced from six yards for 
a debut goal to double the lead. James King almost 
set up Atkinson for a second and then Stanley 
Geraghty also tested the keeper but it remained 2-0 
at half-time. 

Fleet came out strongly after the break and made 
things interested when they pulled a goal back 
from a free-kick early on but it spurred the Woods 
on to better things. Faleye saw an effort saved while 
Michael Kelly, on as a substitute, fl ashed one shot 
just wide before Henry Atkinson bagged his second 
of the game, sweeping home a ball from substitute 
Rowan Daly. 

It wasn’t over though as debutant goalkeeper Matt 
Burrows, also appearing for Broadfi elds United 
fi rst-team at present, saved a 78th minute penalty 
and it needed a debut goal from Rowan Daly with a 
powerful strike across the keeper on 85 minutes to 
wrap up the 4-1 victory. 
Team: Matt Burrows, Riley Loveday, Chase Matthew, 
Luke Atkinson (Ledion Latifi  85m), Caleb Wright, Josh 
Havard, Henry Atkinson (Calum Gardner), Tobi Faleye, 
Royd Pullem (Rowan Daly 60m), James King (Oscar 
Goulding 70m), Stanley Geraghty (Michael Kelly 55m).

The side had no game the following week but were 
due to start the fi rst of three tough fi xtures last 
Wednesday night when Tring Athletic were due at 
the Skyline in their opening FA Youth Cup match. 
Having pipped Tring to the Allied Counties League 
title last season with a last-minute defeat of those 
opponents, it will have been an interesting rematch. 
The winners of the tie would be at home in the next 
round – against either Hayes & Yeading or Hanwell 
Town – on Wednesday, 17th September. 

FIXTURES & RESULTS 2025/26FIXTURES & RESULTS 2025/26

IYL = Isthmian Youth League; FAY = FA Youth Cup;
IYC = Isthmian Youth League Cup

P W D L F A GD Pts

1 Maidenhead United 2 2 0 0 7 3 4 6

2 Northwood 1 1 0 0 4 1 3 3

3 Ascot United 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 Badshot Lea 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 Bracknell Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

6 Camberley Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 Farnham Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 Hampton & RB 1 0 0 1 2 4 -2 0

9 Aldershot Town 1 0 0 1 1 3 -2 0

10 Fleet Town 1 0 0 1 1 4 -3 0

Date Opposition F-A

August

Wed 20 Fleet Town IYL 4-1 H Atkinson 2, Wright, Daly

September

Wed 3 Tring Athletic FAY

Mon 8 Bedfont Sports IYC

Mon 22 Camberley Town IYL

October

Wed 29 Maidenhead United IYL

November

Mon 3 Hampton & Richmond Borough IYL

Wed 12 Ascot United IYL

Thu 27 Aldershot Town IYL (At Badshot Lea FC)

December

Wed 3 FARNHAM TOWN IYL

Wed 10 BRACKNELL TOWN IYL

Mon 15 Badshot Lea IYL

January

Wed 7 Maidenhead United IYL

Wed 14 Camberley Town IYL

Tue 20 Bracknell Town IYL

Wed 28 Farnham Town IYL

February

Wed 4 Hampton & Richmond Borough IYL

Wed 18 Aldershot Town IYL

Tues 24 Ascot United IYL

March

Wed 4 Fleet Town IYL

Wed 11 Badshot Lea   IYL

This coming Monday, the Woods start their Isthmian Youth 
Cup campaign with what is again always a hard game, 
away at Middlesex side Bedfont Sports. Kick-Off is at 7.45pm 
and any support would be much appreciated.

UNDER 18’SUNDER 18’S

ISTHMIAN YOUTH LEAGUEISTHMIAN YOUTH LEAGUE
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Sponsorship available for £30
Our newly-introduced Under 18’s Player Sponsorship scheme proved very popular last season.

Please support our youngsters by sponsoring one of the squad. Interested? Please see Alan Evans. 
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First and foremost, I have to say it feels great to be 
back at the Skyline Roofi ng Stadium after a season 
away. You’ve all given me such a warm welcome 
since returning and I’ll always be grateful to each 
and every one of you so thank you. It was honestly 
a no-brainer for me to come in and work with Jack, 
JJ and the rest of the management team when they 
asked me to join them in the summer and I’m glad to 
be back on board albeit with a new-look team to the 
one I worked with before. The future is defi nitely an 
exciting one and I can’t wait to continue to put the 
hard work in with everyone to reach our collective 
goals.

In terms of the season so far, It’s safe to say it has had 
its fair share of dramas and talking points and we’ve 
only played fi ve competitive games up until now. 
We’ve seen a late comeback to snatch a point away to 
AFC Dunstable, questionable decisions going for us 
and against us in a couple of fi xtures and we have also 
had a couple of poor results in the League in games 
where I’ve felt we had ultimately dominated. But please 
rest assured that the management team, players and 
everyone involved in training and match days are doing 
everything in their power to put things right at the 
earliest opportunity and start fi ring us up the league 
table. 

Of course, in between those league fi xtures was an 
all-important dominant display against Hanworth Villa 
in the previous round of the FA Trophy. It just shows 
that no matter what stage of the season there’s always 
plenty of ups and downs with lots to learn from along 
the way.

Today is of course the fi rst qualifying round of the FA 
Trophy and we welcome Beckenham Town FC to the 
Skyline Roofi ng Stadium. Beckenham Town aren’t a 
team I’m personally very familiar with but with their 
current form being similar to ours, I’m sure we’re in for 
an entertaining game. Both teams will be looking at this 
fi xture being a turning point in their respective seasons 
and to earn the feeling that the magic of the cup brings 
whatever stage of the competition. Aside from today’s 
result and more importantly, I’d like to wish everyone 
at Beckenham Town a safe journey to and from the 
ground and all the best for their season.

Now back to you all, the Woods fans. I’ve said it 
numerous times before and It’s something that was a 
driving factor in my return to the club, your support is 
always greatly appreciated and I look forward to every 

fi xture we get to hear the roar of the crowd behind 
us pushing us on come rain or shine. Please continue 
that today and help us reach the next round of the FA 
Trophy.

Please feel free to come and have a chat in the bar after 
the game where we are all always happy to talk about 
things. 

As always,

Up The Woods!

Den

THE FINAL
WORD WITH ASSISTANT MANAGER

DENNIS QUIGLEY
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SPONSORS
SQUAD &

Experienced goalkeeper who joined the 
Woods for a second spell in November 2024 
on dual registration from Walthamstow. 
The 30-year-old Jordanian-born keeper 
played at Besiktas in Turkey and Luton 
Town as a youngster. He has played 
for Chesham United, Harrow Borough, 
Beaconsfi eld Town, Potters Bar Town and 
Hendon amongst others as well as for the 
England six-a-side international team. Left 
to help Berkhamsted to play-off promotion 
success but is now back for a third spell at 
the Woods. 

Experienced goalkeeper who fi rst had a spell 
with the Woods in 2017 after release from 
MK Dons where he picked up representative 
honours for Northern Ireland U19s. He had 
already made appearances for Hendon and 
Chesham United. In more recent years he 
has had spells with Beaconsfi eld, Hayes 
& Yeading, Chalfont St Peter and Bedfont 
Sports before joining the Woods in 2022. 
Ever-present and voted in the League’s 
team of the season, he then returned to 
Northwood after a brief spell at Uxbridge 
before joining Harrow Borough in 2024. 

Experienced, 33-year-old defender who 
switched from Rayners Lane to Northwood 
in November 2024. Previous clubs include 
Tilbury, Hemel Hempstead, Kings Langley, 
Hayes & Yeading, Berkhamsted, Braintree 
Town, Eastbourne Borough and Leighton 
Town. Had a great season with the Woods, 
winning the Managers’ Player of the Year 
award and has been named Skipper for the 
new season. 

27-year-old defender who joined the 
Woods on dual-registration with Hanwell 
Town in July 2022. He made his name with 
some impressive performances at Ashford 
Town (Middx) and earned a move to Step 
3 side Hendon where he made almost 
50 appearances over two seasons. He has 
had short spells with Bracknell Town and 
Chalfont St Peter but was then part of the 
successful Hanwell side that won promotion 
through the play-offs in May 2022. Injuries 
plagued his next couple of seasons with just 
a few appearances here and at Harefi eld but 
he’s back to play a big part. 

Former Watford youth midfi elder Carl 
Stewart signed on a dual-registration basis 
from Beaconsfi eld Town in November 2021. 
Carl is a 27-year-old who was also at Udinese 
as a youngster and then played in Poland 
for Zaglebie Sosnowiec. He has also had 
short spells at Oxford City, Banbury United, 
Bedfont Sports, Wingate & Finchley and 
Marlow. He won the coveted Players’ Player 
of the Year award in 2022 and was virtually 
ever-present in the Woods midfi eld, with 
over 100 appearances before spending a 
season at Harrow Borough, returning in 
July 2025. 

Sponsored by Northwood Youth 
U11s Gold Available to Sponsor Sponsored by Sean Moore

Available to Sponsor Sponsored by Robin Piper

HAFED
AL-DROUBI

ANDREW
MCCORKELL 

MANNY
FOLARIN

ROMARIO
JONAS

CARL
STEWART

Harry returns to the Woods for a second 
spell in the summer of 2025 having had a 
year with Harrow Borough where he was 
named as Players’ and Managers’ Player of 
the Year. Now 26, Harry had previously had 
six seasons at Harefi eld United and a great 
year with North Greenford. He will now look 
to take a big role in the centre of midfi eld to 
add to his 32 appearances in 2023/24.  

Sponsored by Billy Murphy - 
Carcharias Creative

HARRY
MCCORKELL 

SPONSORSHIP IS AVAILABLE FOR THE SEASON FROM £60,
FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE EMAIL INFO@NORTHWOODFC.COM
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30-year-old wide player, Jordan has been out 
of the game for around 18 months having 
been badly injured in a play-off fi xture at the 
end of several seasons with Hanworth Villa. 
He will be looking to get back to both fi tness 
and sharpness in pre-season. 

A new signing for the Woods in the summer 
of 2025, Kush is a 21-year-old attacker who 
can play up front or on the left. He enjoyed 
an excellent season with Langley FC back in 
2022/23 with over 20 goals for the Step 6 side 
but hasn’t been playing in recent years. With 
plenty of pace and creativity, Kush will be 
looking to get back to enjoying his football 
with the Woods this season.  

Woods Young Player of the Year in 2024 
having impressed throughout since joining 
from Aldershot Town’s Development side in 
October 2023. He returned to the Woods for 
a second season and had clocked up over 60 
appearances before a dislocated shoulder 
ruled him out for the rest of the season in 
early March. Back for a third season, Harry 
can play anywhere on the right.   

A new arrival at the Woods in the summer 
of 2025, Adz joins the club from Leverstock 
Green where he has been a mainstay of their 
midfi eld over the past couple of seasons, 
clocking up over 70 appearances. Prior 
to this the 25-year-old has played for CB 
Hounslow, North Greenford United
and Belstone. 

Jack is a 21-year-old defender who has joined 
the Woods in 2024 having played for AFC 
Rushden & Diamonds and Aylesbury United 
previously. He played in the US with South 
Bend Lions and then for Kettering Town as 
a youth. He also enjoyed a good spell with 
Aylesbury Vale three seasons ago and had a 
solid fi rst season with the Woods, returning 
for a second year at the club. 

Rico joins the Woods in the summer of 2025 
having been out of the game for a while 
since spells with Broadfi elds United and 
Amersham Town. Now 23, he will be working 
hard to establish his place in the new squad. 

An experienced striker with an excellent 
goalscoring record, 27-year-old Dylan joined 
the Woods in summer 2025 having returned 
from serious injury with games at Flackwell 
Heath last season. He has had previous 
spells with the likes of Uxbridge, Wealdstone, 
Harrow Borough, Sutton United, Dulwich 
Hamlet, Hayes & Yeading, Hendon, Wingate 
& Finchley and Beaconsfi eld.  

Brian joins the fi rst-team squad after a 
superb season in the Woods Under-18s and 
having made an impressive fi rst-team debut 
at the end of that season at Barton Rovers. 
The 18-year-old also gained experience 
playing for Oxhey Jets and has a bright 
future ahead of him. 

Available to Sponsor

Available to Sponsor

Sponsored by Gerry Pimm

Available to Sponsor

Available to Sponsor

Available to Sponsor

Sponsored by John Joyce

Available to Sponsor

JORDAN 
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KUSHON  
LEWIS-THOMAS 

HARRY 
MCKENNA 

ADEMIDE 
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JACK
EMPSON

RICCARDO 
CLARKE-ROWE 

DYLAN 
KEARNEY 

BRIAN 
MCGOVERN  

Striker who returned to the Woods in 
February 2025 having had a previous spell in 
the Covid-hit 2020-21 season where he made 
11 appearances and scored three goals. After 
a few years out of the game he returned to 
play for Yaxley and AFC Peterborough earlier 
last season. Now 30, previous clubs include 
Chesham United and Brunos Magpies in 
Gibraltar, amongst others. 
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Young 19-year-old who joins Northwood 
after several seasons at Harrow Borough 
in both the Under-18s and Under-23 side 
where he was captain. He made a few fi rst-
team appearances for Boro at the end of last 
season and the full-back looks to have plenty 
of potential for the Woods.  

Left-back Mack originally joined the Woods 
back in 2019 having previously played for 
Staines Town. He made 14 appearances and 
the 24-year-old returns to the club in July 
2025 from Harrow Borough having also 
played for Hanwell Town and Braintree Town 
while having loan spells at Saffron Walden 
Town, Brightlingsea Regent and Marlow. 

Vastly experienced winger who started out 
at Woking and Carshalton Athletic. He had a 
few games with Lancing last season but has 
been missing for much of the last two years 
with injury issues. Previously he was part of a 
Whitehawk squad that won promotion from 
Step 4 in 2023 and the 29-year-old has also 
played for East Grinstead, Hayes & Yeading, 
Harlow Town and Basildon United.  
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23-year-old pacy winger, Osa has returned 
for a second spell at the club having 
originally signed in February 2023. He hit the 
headlines with a hat-trick early the following 
season against Corinthian-Casuals but the 
former Huddersfi eld Town youth then left 
and has since travelled around with spells 
at Enfi eld Town, Sutton Common Rovers, 
Frenford, Met Police and Sevenoaks Town. 

Hicham is a 22-year-old tricky, wide player 
who started out with Hampton & Richmond 
Borough and then played in development 
sides at Basildon United, Beaconsfi eld Town 
and Rising Ballers. Joins the Woods after a 
couple of years out of the game.

Young midfi elder who arrived at the Woods 
in the summer of 2025 having played for 
Harrow Borough, both U23 and around 
a dozen fi rst-team matches last season, 
winning the Young Player of the Year Award. 
Only 19, his previous youth experience was 
at Brentford.

Young, 20-year-old defender who has joined 
the Woods in July 2025 from Essex Senior 
League side Buckhurst Hill having previously 
played for Harrow Borough’s Under-23 side 
and Spartans Youth when they played here 
at Northwood. He will be looking to make 
the step up to Step 4 football this season 
and has earned that chance with some solid 
performances in pre-season. 
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Frankie has been promoted from the Woods 
U18s where he amongst the goals at the 
back end of last season having previously 
played for Southall. The 18-year-old will be 
looking to establish himself in senior football 
as the season progresses having played a 
handful of games for Oxhey Jets last season. 
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Sponsored by Tom Day

DENNIS  
QUIGLEY 

Experienced attacking midfi eld, 
now 33, who came out of 
retirement in January 2025 for a 
second spell at Northwood, over 
a decade after the fi rst. After 
playing as teenager at Bedfont 
Town, he joined Dagenham 
& Redbridge on professional 
terms, then played at Harrow 
Borough and Hampton & 
Richmond Borough before his 
fi rst spell with the Woods. Other 
clubs since then have included 
Maidenhead United, Chesham 
United, Uxbridge, Beaconsfi eld 
and Egham Town. Took over as 
Joint Manager in March 2025. 

Sponsored by
St Albans Gardening 
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JON-JO
BATES

Experienced Midfi elder 
who originally joined the 
Woods in March 2023 from 
St Panteleimon having also 
been registered with Chesham 
United. The 28-year-old came 
through the youth ranks at 
Wealdstone but then played 
for Corinthian-Casuals and 
Ashford Town (Middx) before 
returning in Augst 2024 from 
Risborough Rangers. Took over 
as Joint Manager of the club in 
March 2025. 

Sponsor by
Michael Payne 

JACK
SMITH

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Joint Manager Joint Manager

Assistant Manager

2025/26 SEASON WOODS CAREER
League Cup Total League Cups Overall

Player XI Sub Total Goals XI Sub Total Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals Woods Debut

Hafed Al Droubi 3 0 3 0 2 0 2 0 5 0 22 0 8 1 30 1 Slimbridge (H) Sept '20

Jack Empson 3 0 3 1 2 0 2 0 5 1 36 1 5 0 41 1 Ashford Town (Middx) (H) Aug '24

Osaretin Otote 3 0 3 0 0 2 2 0 5 0 13 3 11 1 24 4 Binfi eld (A) April '23

Devonte Totesaut 3 0 3 2 1 1 2 0 5 2 22 6 5 1 27 7 Westfi eld (A) Sept. '20

Ademide Baruwa 2 1 3 0 2 0 2 0 5 0 3 0 2 0 5 0 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Reece Price-Placid 2 1 3 0 2 0 2 0 5 0 3 0 2 0 5 0 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Mack Miskin 3 0 3 1 1 0 1 0 4 1 14 1 4 0 18 1 Ware (A) Nov '19

Nasir Sharifi 3 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 4 0 3 0 1 0 4 0 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Carl Stewart 3 0 3 0 1 0 1 0 4 0 98 3 24 1 122 4 Chipstead (A) Nov '21

Chama Torsiello 0 3 3 0 0 1 1 0 4 0 3 0 1 0 4 0 AFC Dunstable (A) Aug '25

Manny Folarin 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 0 4 0 28 1 3 0 31 1 Thame United (A) Nov '24

Dylan Kearney 2 0 2 0 2 0 2 1 4 1 3 0 1 1 4 1 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Jamie Kennedy 1 1 2 0 1 1 2 1 4 1 2 0 2 1 4 1 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Jon-Jo Bates 0 2 2 0 1 1 2 0 4 0 41 5 4 0 45 5 Leighton Town (A) Mar. '13

Jordan Ellis 0 2 2 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 3 0 AFC Dunstable (A) Aug '25

Henry Atkinson 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 Hanworth Villa (H) Aug '25

Hicham Bouchareb 1 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 2 1 Hanworth Villa (H) Aug '25

Rico Clarke-Rowe 1 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Freddie Ford 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 3 0 1 0 4 0 Kings Langley (H) April '25

Brian McGovern 0 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 3 0 Barton Rovers (A) April '25

Jack Smith 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 2 0 30 2 11 0 41 2 Burnham (A)  Nov. '13

Harry McKenna 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 56 0 7 0 63 0 Thatcham Town (A) Oct '23

Kush Lewis-Thomas 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 Egham Town (H) Aug '25

Romario Jonas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 2 10 0 38 2 South Park Reigate (H) Aug '22

Michael Kelly 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 1 0 4 0 Beaconsfi eld Town (H) Aug '24

Andrew McCorkell 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 64 0 18 0 82 0 Uxbridge (A) Sept '17

Harry McCorkell 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 2 6 0 31 2 Corinthian Casuals (H) Aug '23

Frankie Pass 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Aidan Tarrant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 Kidlington (A) March '25

WOODS ROLL CALL
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Hafed Al-Droubi
Andrew McCorkell
Nasir Sharifi 
Harry McKenna
Brian McGovern 
Mack Miskin
Manny Folarin 
Jack Empson 
Romario Jonas
Chama Torsiello 
Ademide Baruwa
Carl Stewart
Jack Smith 
Jon-Jo Bates 
Rico Clarke-Rowe
Dan Williams
Jamie Kennedy
Harry McCorkell
Devonte Totesaut
Dylan Kearney 
Kush Lewis-Thomas
Reece Price-Placid 
Jordan Ellis 
Hicham Bouchareb

JOINT-MANAGERS
JACK SMITH
& JON-JO BATES

NORTHWOOD
■ ■ ■

MATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE: ISAAC BLAKEY

ASSISTANTS: PHIL EVANS & TOM HOOD

NEXT HOME GAME
v BIGGLESWADE TOWN

SATURDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2025, 3PM
PITCHING IN SOUTHERN LEAGUE DIVISION ONE CENTRAL

James Batt
Rob Carter
Joe Chalker
Henry Douglas
Jack Holland
Elliott McKimm
Mudiaga Wanogho
Abbas Agoro
Casey Dudley
Tom Hever
Freddie Nyhus
Jesse Rowe
Bradley Ryan
Danny Waldren
Sam Wood
Frankie Maciocia
Armani Morris
Mark Marshall
George Porter
Louie Theophanous
Steve Townsend
Abel Vendrells

MANAGER
DANNY WALDREN

BECKENHAM
TOWN
■ ■ ■


